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TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 


THE   DUKE   OF   YORK. 


SIR, 

In  times  like  these,  when  the  wicked 

;  intentions  and  wild  chimeras  of  misguided  or  de- 
signing men  have  so  widely  disseminated  prin- 
ciples of  a  fallacious  equality  as  to  shake  all 
Europe  to  its  foundation,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
every  reasonable  person,  especially  the  inhabitant 
of  this  truly  free  nation,  to  manifest  a  love  of 

X  order,  by  proper  expressions  of  regard  for  high 
station  and  illustrious  ancestry.     Yet  it  zvas 

iJ  not  this  consideration  alone  which  made  me 
solicitous  to  obtain  that  leave  for  the  present 

^dedication  which  your  Royal  Highness,  with 
such  ready  condescension,  has  been  pleased  to 
grant  me. 

*j        In  the  following  pages,  I  have  endeavored 

a    to  spare  my  country  the  loss  of  many  a  valu- 

#}   able,  though  humble,  member,  zvhom  misrepre- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


It  will  afford  me  infinite  pleasure  if  the  pub- 
lication of  the  following  sheets,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  my  disappointments  in  America, 
should  have  the  desired  effect — that  of  pre- 
venting  my  countrymen  from  running  head- 
long into  misery,  as  myself  and  many  others 
have  done.  The  incontrovertible  facts  here 
related  will  perhaps  stagger  many:  those  in- 
terested they  will  probably  ollend  ;  but  to 
such  persons  I  shall  only  reply,  by  repeating 
the  old  adage — "  Truth  may  be  blamed,  but 
it  cannot  be  shamed." 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  mv  first 
design  was  to  print  the  Tour  in  one  volume; 
the  materials  however  increasing  as  the  work 
advanced,  I  thought  it  preferable,  for  the  sake 
of  convenience,  to  divide  it. 

R.  P. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


It  may  be  proper  to  explain  what  was  the 
cause  of  my  going  to  America. 

During  the  interval  my  Experienced 
Farmer  was  printing,  I  had  much  time  to 
spend  in  London  ;  and  having  the  honour 
of  being  acquainted  with  Sir  John  Sinclair, 
who  was  then  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  1  frequently  had  occasion  to 
consult  that  gentleman.  General  Washing- 
ton had  at  that  time  sent  over  to  Sir  John 
proposals  for  letting  his  Mount  Vernon 
estate  to  English  or  Scotch  farmers.  This 
being  made  known  to  me,  I  thought  my- 
self almost  possessed  of  a  real  treasure,  in 
having  the  honour  to  be  introduced  by  Sir 
John  Sinclair  to  so  great  a  man  as  General 
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With  these  expectations  I  went  to  Liver- 
pool ;  and  employed  brokers  to  charter  a 
ship,  which  cost  me  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  I  then  bought  the  famous 
race-horses  Phenomenon  and  Cardinal  Puff, 
two  blood  stallions  ;  ten  blood  mares,  and 
four  more  blood  stallions  ;  a  bull  and  a  cow 
of  the  Roolright  kind,  a  bull  and  a  cow  of 
the  North  Devon,  a  bull  and  a  cow  of  the 
no-horned  Yorkshire  kind,  a  cow  (with  two 
calves,  and  in  calf  again)  of  the  Holderness 
kind  ;  and  live  boar  and  seven  sow  pigs,  of 
four  different  kinds.  These  things  being 
all  put  on  board,  I  followed  them,  with  my 
family — which  consisted  of  seven,  besides 
two  servants  to  take  care  of  the  horses, 
cattle,  &c. 

The  first  disagreeable  thing  which  occur- 
red was,  the  captain  found  his  ship  impro- 
perly  loaded  ;    she    wanted    ballast  :    we 
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been  for  the  great  lass  in  my  horses  in 
going  over,  the  whole  of  my  venture 
would  have  proved  very  profitable.  But 
the  wonderful  disappointment  I  met  with  in 
the  barrenness  of  the  land,  was  beyond 
any  description.  Would  General  Wash- 
ington have  given  me  the  twelve  hundred 
acres,  I  would  not  have  accepted  it,  to  have 
been  confined  to  live  in  that  country  ;  and 
to  convince  the  General  of  the  cause  of  my 
determination,  I  was  compelled  to  treat 
him  with  a  great  deal  of  frankness.  The 
General,  who  had  corresponded  with  Mr. 
Arthur  Young  and  others  on  the  subject 
of  English  farming  and  soils,  and  had  been 
not  a  little  flattered  by  different  gentlemen 
from  England,  seemed  at  first  to  be  not 
well  pleased  with  my  conversation  ;  but  I 
gave  him  some  strong  proofs  of  his  mis- 
takes, by  making  a  comparison  between  the 
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in  the  General's  hundred  sheep  on  three 
thousand  acres,  the  wool  would  not  weigh 
on  an  average  more  than  three  pounds 
and  a  half  the  fleece,  and  the  carcases 
forty-eight  pounds  each. — Secondly,  The 
proportion  of  the  produce  in  grain  was 
similar.  The  General's  crops  were  from 
two  to  three  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre ; 
and  my  father's  farm,  although  poor  clay 
soil,  gave  from  twenty  to  thirty  bushels. 

During  this  conversation,  Colonel  Lear, 
aide-de-camp  to  the  General,  was  present. 
When  the  General  left  the  room,  the  Colo- 
nel told  me  he  had  himself  been  in  England, 
and  had  seen  Mr.  Arthur  Young  (who  had 
been  frequently  named  by  the  General  in 
our  conversation) ;  and  that  Mr.  Young, 
having  learnt  that  he  was  in  the  mercantile 
line,  and  was  possessed  of  much  land,  had 
said  he  thought  he  was  a  great  fool  to  be  a 
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land."  I  thought  that  if  every  old  woman 
in  the  country  knew  this,  my  speculation 
would  answer  very  ill  :  as  I  perfectly 
agreed  with  Mrs.  Washington  in  sentiment ; 
and  wondered  much,  from  the  poverty 
of  the  land,  to  see  the  cattle  so  good  as 
they  were. 

It  may  be  said,  "  But  the  author  has  not 
been  in  Kentucky,  or  among  the  back 
woods. " — No  :  I  have  not.  I  soon  found 
those  countries  to  be  much  worse  than  the 
parts  nearer  the  cities  ;  for  as  money  was 
my  object,  and  I  found  it  very  scarce  even 
in  the  cities,  I  concluded  it  would  be  much 
scarcer  there.  Of  this  I  wanted  no  stronger 
proof  than  that  the  inhabitants  being  a  sen- 
sible, sharp,  enterprising  people, asany  in  the 
world,  if  any  thing  valuable  was  to  be  had 
in  that  country  they  would  be  glad  to  secure 
it  for  themselves.     If  a  man  wants  wit,  he 
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country.     They    offered  me    some    lands 
belonging  to  them   in  Kentucky.     I  soon 
learnt,  however,  that  they  had  purchased 
this    land    with    the    intention     of    culti- 
vating   it    themselves,    and    had   actually 
cleared   some  part  of  it  ;   but  after   some 
time,   they  found  it  an  uncomfortable  life, 
and  a  slow  method  of  enriching  themselves. 
They  therefore  returned  ;  and  one  of  them 
being  a  millwright  by  trade,  they  bought  a 
mill-race  and  built  a  mill,  which  they  occu- 
pied :  and  the  late  war  with  France  proving 
a  favourable  event  for  the  trade  of  a  miller 
in  America  (from  the  great  scarcity  of  grain 
and  flour  in  England),  they   were   said   to 
have  made  a  rapid  fortune. 

But  how  had  they  made  this  fortune  ? 
By  such  care  and  industry  as  are  not  fre- 
quently practised  in  England.  My  son 
having    boarded    in  their  house  for  some 
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their  ground  produced,  although  they  had  a 
waggon  and  servants  going  several  times 
every  day  to  the  city  of  Alexandria. 
When  the  cows  in  summer  gave  milk 
enough  to  make  butter,  it  was  used  in  the 
family. 

Now  I  ask,  where  in  England  men  can 
be  found  in  so  large  a  way  of  business, 
making  use  of  so  much  care  and  living  in 
so  humble  a  manner  ?  From  this  one 
instance  I  was  satisfied  of  the  great  com- 
forts so  frequently  spoken  of  as  being 
enjoyed  in  the  back  woods :  for  I  did  not 
put  myself  in  competition  with  those  two 
gentlemen; — to  my  knowledge,  I  never  saw 
two  cleverer  men.  Their  father  emigrated 
from  Wales,  and  bought  lands  at  Elk  town 
near  the  Susquehanna,  and  growed  tobacco, 
which  at  that  time  was  profitable:  but  the 
land  will  not  bring  tobacco   for  any    long 
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casions,  the  servant  was  left  alone  ;  and  was 
much  frightened  by  the  screeching  of  the 
owls,    supposing  the  Indians  were  coming 
to  kill  him  in  the  night ;—  it  being  a  prac- 
tice  with  those  savages  to  come  into  the 
house  and  lie  by  the  fire,  nor  dare  the  inha- 
bitants forbid  them.    After  some  time,  this 
man  came  with  his  master  to  a  place  near 
Philadelphia,   where  his  master  had  lived  ; 
for    his    family    had    cleared    a    piece    of 
ground,    and    built    a    house    there  :     but 
Patrick  declined  going  any  more  into  that 
country,  to  drink  water  and  live  on  Indian 
corn. 


I  take  up  my  pen,  therefore,  to  write  the 
following  pages,  free  from  all  unfounded 
prejudices   against    America  j    but    at    the 
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and  that,  were  they  to  return  to  their  native 
country  in  that  reduced  state,  they  would 
not  only  be  the  scoff  of  their  former  ac- 
quaintance, but  feel  themselves  uncom- 
fortable by  not  having  it  in  their  power  to 
enjoy  such  ease  as  they  had  been  brought 
up  to.  But  the  working-men  that  have 
emigrated  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  get 
back;  for,  if  they  have  not  money  to  pay 
their  passage,  the  captains  of  ships  will  not 
bring  them  from  America  on  the  terms  on 
which  they  are  taken,  because  there  is  no 
one  ready  to  pay  their  passage  on  this  side. 
— -To  explain  this.  On  their  first  arrival  in 
America,  there  are  men  ready  to  buy  them 
as  slaves  for  a  certain  time  ;  and  as  these 
people  will  want  clothing,  not  having  the 
means  to  purchase  it  during  their  stated 
time  of  servitude,  they  are  compelled  to  get 
the  money  of  their  masters,  and  that  keeps 
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slave),  to  cause  a  distinction,  will  not  call 
him  Master:  therefore,  among  the  white 
men  in  America,  they  are  all  Mr.  and  Sir; 
so  that  in  conversation  you  cannot  discover 
which  is  the  master  or  which  is  the  man.  It 
is  the  same  with  the  white  women;  they  are 
all  Madam  and  Miss.  If  you  call  at  the  door 
of  any  man,  and  ask  the  servant  if  his 
master  is  at  home,  he  will  say,  "  Master! 
I  have  no  master  :  do  vou  want  Mr.  Such- 

4 

a-one  ?''  that  is,  the  man  he  serves: — and  if 
you  want  a  man  that  is^a  wrhite  servant, 
the  master  calls  him  in  the  same  manner. 

Now  this  sits  so  uneasy  on  an  English 
servant  that,  by  being  called  Mr.  and  Sir, 
he  soon  becomes  the  greatest  puppy  ima- 
ginable, and  much  unpleasanter  even  than 
the  negro.  Then,  as  all  men  imitate  their 
betters  in  pride  and  consequence,  when  the 
negroes  meet  together  they  are  all  Mr.  and 
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in  that  country,  when  they  are  in  the 
highest  distress  there,  buy  or  take  up  lands 
in  the  back  countries,  to  pay  the  money  at 
some  future  time  ;  and  then  either  come 
here  themselves,  or  hire  what  may  fairly  be 
termed  their  counsellors  to  plead  for  them ; 
— these  agents  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money 
raised  out  of  the  emigrants'  pockets,  as 
neither  the  man  who  is  the  pretended  land- 
owner nor  his  agent  have  any  money  to 
support  themselves.  This  is  a  mere  specu- 
lation all  the  way  through  ;  and  the  men 
that  say  so  much  in  favour  of  the  land, 
know  no  more  of  land  than  a  horse — 
nor  perhaps  so  much,  as  they  do  not  eat 
grass  :  which  is  the  only  excuse  they  have 
to  make  for  their  conduct.  A  great  many 
of  them,  I  can  prove,  have  never  been  within 
five  or  eight  hundred  miles  of  the  place 
where  the  land  lies. 
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proved  very  obstinate  and  would  not  work; 
and  was  therefore  (as  was  usual)  whipped 
with  the  cow-hide,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
negroes.  The  old  man,  nevertheless,  in 
spite  of  this  great  punishment,  still  persist- 
ing in  his  obstinacy,  the  gentlemen  chose 
to  give  him  his  liberty,  and  kept  the  two 
boys  to  work  out  the  sum.  Now  I  only 
blame  the  captains  of  ships  for  holding  out 
such  favourable  prospects  to  the  emigrants 
as  a  persuasion,  which  they  know  at  the 
same  time  to  be  false , — for  it  cannot  be 
supposed  those  captains  can  give  them 
passage  and  provisions  without  repayment 
in  some  way  or  other  :  but  the  fact  is  that 
they  do  this  by  way  of  profit,  and  on  the 
other  side  the  water  they  get  the  same  sum 
as  from  passengers  to  this.  As  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  bought  these  three  men,  I  can 
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such  an  enormous  expence  as  (if  he  had  no 
other  means  than  what  the  produce  of  the 
land  would  afford)  must  ruin  any  one. 

To  show  this  is  true,  I  will  give  an  exam- 
ple in  the  speculations  of  the  well-known 
Messrs.  Morris,  Nicholson,  and  Greenleaf. 
— Mr.  Morris  had  so  much  credit  as  a 
banker  during  the  American  war,  that  his 
notes  were  current  when  those  of  the 
United -States  would  not  be  taken  either  in 
their  country  or  abroad.  When  the  war 
was  over,  Mr.  Morris,  not  knowing  what 
to  do  with  his  money,  speculated  largely  in 
lands,  and  took  these  other  two  gentlemen 
as  partners.  They  are  broke,  have  all 
been  in  gaol,  and  Mr.  Morris  must  die  there. 

I  had  one  thousand  acres  of  land  offered 
to  be  given  me  by  General  Stone,  of  Balti- 
more in  Aleganey  county,  to  be  chosen  out 
of  three  thousand  four  hundred  acres,  if  I 
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not  worth  cultivation.  I  would  rather  have 
one  hundred  acres  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand ;  for  the  price  of  labour  being  very- 
high,  and  the  produce  so  small,  if  I  was 
compelled  to  live  in  that  country  I  would 
not  wish  to  have  more  than  myself  and 
my  family  could  cultivate,  and  woodland 
for  fire, — for  all  the  white  men  I  employed 
there  ate  much  and  worked  little.  And 
it  is  allowed  by  every  experienced  man  in 
America,  that  no  man  can  work  a  farm  at 
all  to  get  a  living  upon  it  but  by  slaves  ; 
and  the  cause  is,  the  black  man  or  slave  is 
both  clothed  and  fed  at  a  less  expence  than 
a  white  man  ;  therefore  it  shows  plainly 
where  the  livelihood  is  got  out  of  that  poor 
soil — it  is  pinched  and  screwed  out  of  the 
negro. 

When  I  was  in  America,  I  was  requested 
by  all  the  Englishmen  whom  I    knew,  to 


18  INTROD!  CTION. 

mak  inesi  public  at  my  n.     1 

I  :  Imun   in  I  mtr 

in  life  he  might  be,   thai 
liked  it,  hut  Wished  himsc  1: 

1  a   Wis  mem  was,   he 

.d  was  either  unable 
to  ,  or  ash. tin.  .   ,  I   1 1   .  ..•  so 

much  s  as  to  I 

dismayed  to  lec   hit  old  friends.     And  I 

think  it  a  duty  0  me  t  re 

t]  .      .  .  .  that  it  they  will  g 

v.  ith  their  eve**  open.       1  ! 
when  in  Ann 

\»n  \  gC  nan  illd 

who     |><  :  haps    ifi   DOS    I  f    ibfl    l)Cfl 

,       ,1  .1  very  great  iiieiul  t 
own  conn'  •  'OOSt  intimate 

1       ;uls.       1  i  I  Ol   I 

i,  don  were  in       per ; 

Ifld  that  the   bdUStriOUS  emigrant,  Boding 


INTRODUCTION.  H 

himself  so  deceived  and  disappointed  when 
he  arrived  in  America,  is  so  much  disgusted 
as  to  brand  the  whole  of  the  people  with 
being  a  set  of  rascals  altogether. — Indeed, 
such  a  one  will  find  a  strange  difference 
between  the  former  part  of  his  life  as  an 
English  farmer,  and  the  employments  re- 
quired on  the  lands  in  America  ; — occupa- 
tions as  different  as  those  of  a  taylor  and  a 
blacksmith.  He  will  have  to  chop  up 
trees,  and  cultivate  the  land  by  the  hoe  and 
pick-ax  instead  of  the  plough  and  harrows. 
The  implements  of  husbandry  being  so 
expensive,  and  the  produce  of  the  land 
being  so  small,  he  will  be  compelled  to 
make  them  himself,  whence  we  may  be 
sure  that  they  will  prove  of  an  inferior  kind, 
even  when  the  land  is  got  into  a  state  pro- 
per to  use  them  ; — but  it  is  some  time  after 
the  timber  is  destroyed  before  they  can  be 
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equality  there  destroys  all  the  rights  of  the 
master,  and  every  man  does  as  he  likes. 
Even  taking  fruit  out  of  your  garden,  or 
orchard,  is  not  looked  upon  as  a  theft  ; 
nor  riding  your  horse  a  few  miles  without 
leave,  if  he  be  only  brought  back  to  you 
again,  and  particularly  if  the  man  that  rode 
him  would  say  he  knew  you  did  not  want 
him: — it  is  very  unpopular  to  look  upon 
these  things  as  a  crime ;  and  your  only 
way  is  to  say  he  is  welcome,  or  have  his 
anger  and  the  whole  country  about  you. 

If  a  white  servant  is  sent  on  an  errand  to 
a  neighbour's  house,  he  will  go  in  with  his 
baton,  and  perhaps  sit  down  with  as  much 
freedom  as  though  he  was  in  his  own  or 
master's  house.  It  is  very  common  if  you 
step  out  of  your  house  into  the  garden,  to 
find  a  man  of  any  description  (black  or 
white)  when  you  come  in,  to  have  lighted, 
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have  the  worst  fruit  to  use  yourself :  and 
the  whole  of  the  best  is  taken  from  you  by 
similar  interlopers. 

If  I  had  gone  into  America  and  travelled 
through  the  country  by  way  of  a  tour  only, 
I  should  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
publishing  in  so  descriptive  a  manner ;  for 
in  my  own  travels  (I  can  say  without 
vanity)  I  met  with  every  thing  pleasant  the 
country  could  afford:  but,  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farm,  my  life  was  chequered,  by 
meeting  with  such  circumstances  as  the 
above  ;  and  I  hope  it  may  be  of  great  utility 
to  my  young  family,  and  that,  from  a  recol- 
lection of  the  insults  their  mother  and 
themselves  received,  they  will  ever  know 
the  value  of  this  country. 

I  will  own,  that,  at  the  time  when  I  left 
England,  I  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  the 
fertility  of  its  soil,   and  was  always  a  sup- 
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ready  to  check  insult,  and  the  subjects  of  a 
country  ought  to  be  ready  to  give  every 
assistance  ;  and  no  term  of  years,  so  long 
as  God  gives  me  health  and  strength  to  do 
it,  shall  prevent  me,  if  I  am  called  upon, 

I  flatter  myself  that  my  experience  in 
America  will  enable  me  to  give  a  clear 
account  of  the  inhabited  parts  ;  of  which  it 
is  my  intention  to  describe  with  candour 
the  soil  and  climate,  and  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  people.  My  whole  wish 
is  to  relate  what  I  have  seen  in  America, 
in  such  a  plain,  familiar  style,  as  shall  be 
perfectly  intelligible  to  the  reader. 
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SECTION  I. 

An  Account  of  my  Tour  from  my  first  Landing 
in  America,  to  the  Time  of  my  settling  at 
Orange-Hill,  near  Baltimore ;  being  a  Pe- 
riod of  five  Months. 

I  sailed  from  Liverpool,  September  3d, 
1798;  and,  after  a  very  long  and  bad 
passage,  arrived  at  Norfolk  in  Virginia,  on 
the  11th  of  November.  During  my  stay 
of  four  days  in  this  town,  I  met  with  many 
English  gentlemen  ;  and  was  very  plea- 
santly treated, — particularly  by  Mr.  Cox,  a 
gentleman  from  Derbyshire.     When  I  was 
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I  knew  that  if  all  their  land  was  like  that,  a 
man  could  not  live  in  plenty  and  splendor 
from  the  produce  of  such  crops  as  it  would 

bring. 

It  was  natural  for  me  now  to  inquire, 
what  they  kept  their  cows  and  horses  on 
during  the  winter.  They  told  me — their 
horses  on  blades,  and  their  cows  on  slops. 
I  neither  knew  what  blades  nor  slops  were. 
The  people  seemed  to  laugh  at  me  for  my 
inquiry ;  as  by  this  time  they  had  learnt 
that  I  was  the  English  farmer  who  had 
come  over  with  a  quantity  of  horses,  bulls, 
cows,  hogs,  and  dogs,  and  taken  a  farm  of 
General  Washington  at  Mount -Vernon. 
I  have  reason  to  say,  indeed,  I  was  not  a  fit 
man  to  farm  in  their  country ;  which  I 
heard  said  repeatedly,  both  at  that  time  and 
afterwards  during  my  stay  in  America. 
This  I  knew  to  be  true  :  nor  is  any  Eng- 
lishman : — it  does  not  suit  very  well  to  take 
any  thing  from  rich  land  to  poor. 

Now  to  return  to  the  slops  and  the  blades. 
— The  latter  proved  to  be  blades  and  tops  of 
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and  I  imagined  that  some  tavern  or  stable 
keeper  would  certainly  be  able  to  supply 
my  wants,  and  would,  from  mere  benevcK 
lence,  let  me  have  some  blades  for  my  stock, 
as  I  had  been  at  sea  so  long,  though  his 
trade  might  not  be  to  sell  them.  I  began, 
accordingly,  to  inquire  for  some  person  of 
this  description  ;  but  I  found  myself  disap- 
pointed in  this  matter,  as  no  one  had  more 
of  this  article  than  for  his  own  use  that  day 
and  night.  At  last  I  chanced  upon  a  stable- 
keeper  who  had  about  fifty  pounds  weight ; 
and  who  for  an  advanced  price,  or  if  I 
would  let  him  have  some  bran  to  feed  his 
horses  for  the  night  (which  I  readily  did), 
would  let  me  have  forty  bunches,  which 
were  computed  at  forty  pounds  weight — for 
I  found  that  it  was  the  practice  to  sell  the 
blades  by  the  pound,  in  the  same  manner  as 
tea  in  England. 

When  I  got  these  blades,  my  horses  were 
frightened  at  them  ;  for  they  rattle  much, 
having  the  same  appearance  as  our  dry  flag- 
leaves  in  England.     From  their  delightful 
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fore,  the  whole  cart-load  became  mine. 
Being  told  by  the  captain  that  we  should 
sail  the  next  morning,  and  he  expected  to 
be  at  Mount- Vernon  in  eleven  hours,  the 
quantity  was  more  than  I  wished  for.  But 
it  proved  lucky:  as  we  did  not  sail  until  the 
Tuesday,  wrhich  was  an  interval  of  four 
days,  instead  of  two  ;  and  hoping  to  meet 
with  hay  at  Mount- Vernon  on  better  terms, 
I  did  not  choose  to  buy  more  than  was 
necessary  to  carry  me  to  my  destination. 
The  price  was,   a  penny  per  pound. 

The  cause  of  our  putting  into  Norfolk 
wTas,  that  when  we  were  about  thirty  miles 
south-west  of  Norfolk,  lying  at  anchor,  a 
gale  of  wind  came  on  and  did  the  vessel 
some  damage,  which  we  were  obliged  to 
put-in  to  repair.  On  I  uesday  morning  we 
set  sail  :  and  in  nine  days  reached  Mount- 
Vernon,  instead  of  eleven  hours ;  having 
head-winds  or  calms  all  the  passage. 

About  thirty  miles  down  the  river  Po- 
towmac,  a  gentleman,  of  the  name  of 
Grimes,    came  up  to  us  in  his  own  boat. 
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kind.     His  cattle  were  small,  but  all  much 
better  than  the  land. 

He  praised  the  soil  very  highly.  I  asked 
him  if  he  was  acquainted  with  the  land  at 
Mount- Vernon.  He  said  he  was  ;  and 
represented  it  to  be  rich  land,  but  not  so 
rich  as  his.  Yet  his  I  thought  very  poor 
indeed ;  for  it  was  (as  it  is  termed  in 
America)  gullied ;  which  I  call  broken  land. 
This  effect  is  produced  by  the  winter's  frost 
and  summer's  rain,  which  cut  the  land 
into  cavities  of  from  ten  feet  wide  and  ten 
feet  deep  (and  upwards)  in  many  places  ; 
and,  added  to  this,  here  and  there  a  hole, 
makes  it  look  altogether  like  marl -pits,  or 
stone- quarries,  that  have  been  carried 
away  by  those  hasty  showers  in  the  sum- 
mer, which  no  man  who  has  not  seen  them 
in  this  climate  could  form  any  idea  of,  or 
believe  possible. — They  are  called  gusts. 
A  small  cloud  appears  first,  and  very 
quickly  gathers  and  blackens  the  sky.  The 
wind  begins  to  blow,  with  thunder  and 
lightning    so  tremendous  that    a    stranger 
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few  bunches  of  orchard-grass,  which  Mr. 
Grimes  valued  much,  saying  he  meant  to 
preserve  the  seed,  as  he  found  the  roots  of 
that  grass  to  stand  the  winter.  All  this 
added  little  to  my  prospects  as  a  farmer  in 
America. — After  Mr. Grimes  was  gone,  the 
pilot  on  board  the  ship  said,  "  Sir,  you  have 
come  very  well  off  with  your  friend  Grimes; 
you  have  got  back  alive :  he  sometimes 
shoots  his  friends,  when  they  do  not  please 
him."  I  found  this  to  be  true  :  for  some 
time  afterward  I  became  acquainted  with 
the  two  gentlemen  that  took  him  for  the 
crime;  and,  from  the  story  they  tell,  it 
appears  he  acted  as  if  crazy  after  he  had 
shot  the  man ;  therefore,  on  his  trial,  he 
was  proved  insane,  but  I  did  not  learn 
from  the  gentlemen  that  he  was  ever  so 
before  he  shot  the  man,  or  has  been  so 
since. 

In  two  days  after  we  left  this  place,  we 
came  in  sight  of  Mount- Vernon  ;  but  in  all 
the  way  up  the  river,  I  did  not  see  any 
green  fields.     The  country  had    to   me   a 
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We  were  two  days  in  going  this  small 
distance,  which  is  only  nine  miles. 
While  we  lay  at  anchor  about  two  miles 
from  that  city,  my  stock  of  blades  being 
consumed,  and  as  I  perceived  a  house, 
situated  in  what  is  in  America  termed  very 
line  land,  I  went  on  shore  to  purchase  some 
food  for  my  horses  and  cattle.  The  gen- 
tleman of  this  house,  named  Rozer,  had 
some  hay.  I  thought  this  would  do 
finely  :  but  when  I  saw  it,  I  found  it  was 
grown  on  land  where  water  continually 
stood,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  different 
sorts  of  weeds  in  it,  and  among  the  rest 
wild  mint ;  and  besides  stunk  so  much  of 
one  nastiness  or  other,  that  the  horses  would 
not  touch  it. 

The  next  day  we  landed  at  Alexandria. 
General  Washington's  steward  had  recom- 
mended me  to  the  inn  kept  by  Mr.  Gadsby, 
an  Englishman.  Here  the  stables  were  floor- 
ed with  boards  ;  for  in  many  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, as  there  is  not  straw  enough  produced 
to  litter  the  horses  with,  this  is  the  practice. 
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of  which  General  Washington  had  given 
me    a    plan,  and  a  report  along  with  it— 
the  rent  being  fixed  at  eighteen  hundred 
bushels  of  wheat  for  twelve  hundred  acres, 
or  money   according  to  the  price  of  that 
grain.     I   must  confess  that  if  he  would 
have  given  me  the  inheritance  of  the  land 
for  that  sum,   I  durst  not  have  accepted  it, 
especially  with  the  incumbrances  upon  it; 
viz.  one  hundred  and  seventy  slaves  young 
and    old,   and    out    of  that   number  only 
twenty-seven    in   a  condition  to  work,    as 
the  steward   represented  to  me.     I  viewed 
the  whole  of  the  cultivated   estate — about 
three  thousand  acres  ;   and  afterward  dined 
with    Mrs.   Washington    and   the    family. 
Here  I  met  a  Doctor   Thornton,    who   is 
a   very    pleasant  agreeable    man,  and  his 
lady  ;  with  a  Mr  Peters  and  his  lady,  who 
was  a  grand- daughter  of  Mrs.  Washington. 
Doctor  Thornton    living   at    the    city    of 
Washington,   he  gave  me  an  invitation  to 
visit  him  there  :  he  was  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  city. 
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very    little    in   bulk,   and  like  chaff;    not 
more  than  nine  inches  long,    and   the  leaf 
very  much  shed  from  the  stalk.      By  the 
stubbles  on  the  land  I  could  not  tell  which 
had  been  wheat,  or  which  had  been  oats  or 
barley ;   nor  could   I  see  any  clover-roots 
where  the  clover  had  grown.     The  weather 
was  hot  and  dry  at  that  time  ;  it  was  in  De- 
cember.    The  whole  of  the  different  fields 
were  covered  with  either  the  stalks  of  weeds, 
corn-stalks,  or  what  is  called  sedge — some- 
thing like  spear-grass  upon  the  poor  lime- 
stone in  England;  and  the  steward  told  me 
nothing  would  eat  it,  which  is  true.     In- 
deed, he  found  fault  with  every  thing,  just 
like   a  foreigner  ;  and  even  told  me  many 
unpleasant  tales  of  the  General,  so  that  I 
began  to   think   he  was  suspicious  of  my 
having  come  to  take  his  place.     But  (God 
knows!)  I  would  not  choose  to  accept  of  it : 
for    he    had  to  superintend   four  hundred 
slaves,    and    there    would   be    more   now. 
This  part  of  his  business  especially  would 
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in  good  condition.  I  saw  here  a  greater 
number  of  negroes  than  I  ever  saw  at  one 
time  either  before  or  since. 

The  house  is  a  very  decent  mansion  : 
not  large,  and  something  like  a  gentleman's 
house  in  England,  with  gardens  and  planta- 
tions ;  and  is  very  prettily  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Potowmac,  with  extensive 
prospects.  It  took  its  name  from  Admiral 
Vernon:  the  General's  brother,  who  former- 
ly owned  the  place,  having  served  under 
that  Admiral.  The  roads  are  very  bad 
from  Alexandria  to  Mount- Vernon,  even 
very  near  to  the  General's  house  :  I  men- 
tion this  circumstance,  merely  because  it 
seemed  strange  to  me  that  so  capital  a  man 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  provide  an  agree- 
able conveyance  to  that  city,  a  distance  of 
only  nine  miles. 

The  General  still  continuing  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, I  could  not  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  him  ;  therefore  I  returned  to 
Alexandria,  where  my  family  resided. 
Here  I  found  a  letter  from  Hugh  Thomp- 
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to  keep  them  on.     I  thought   my   cattle 
would  eat  in  one  month  all  the  clover  that 
I  had  yet  seen,  to   keep  them  as  we  keep 
cur    cattle   in   England.     I   therefore  sent 
them   to  Mr.  Rozer,   and  one  of  my  sons 
to  take  care  of  them,  as  he  proposed  to  give 
me  hay  and  blades  for  nothing, — the  corn 
and  bran  I  was  to  pay  for.     Another  gen- 
tleman,  named  Ricketts,  who  had  a   mill 
about  a  mile  from  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
offered  me  in  the  same  manner  hay  for  my 
horses  ;   this   I  readily  accepted,   and  sent 
my  other  son  with  them.     This   last   gen- 
tleman had  a  small  field  of  timothy;  which 
was  so  situated  as  to  be  watered,  and  cut  a 
great  deal  of  hay  ;    and  the  horses  fattened 
very   much   on  it,   with   only   the  cost  of 
four  pounds  ten  shillings  currency  for  three 
months'  corn  : — a  circumstance  which  gave 
me  proof  of  the  great  efficacy  of  timothy- 
hay  for  horses,  and  this  opinion  I  still  retain. 
Mr.  Ricketts  had  a  great  quantity  of  land 
in  Kentucky,  and  he  gave  me  some  account 
pf  that  country;  but  such  as  was  to  me  no 
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is  an  Englishman,  and  brother  to  Lord 
Ellenborough.  He  gave  Colonel  Lyles 
and  myself  an  invitation  to  go  to  sleep  at 
his  house ;  but  we  were  prevented  by 
General  Washington  coming  to  sleep  there 
that  night,  and  Colonel  Lear,  his  secretary. 
I  had,  however,  the  gratification  to  be  in- 
troduced to  the  General ;  and  Colonel 
Lyles  being  a  neighbour  and  a  particular 
acquaintance  of  his,  a  most  pleasing  evening 
I  spent.  The  General  was  quite  sociable, 
and  received  me  very  kindly.  After  sup- 
per, at  nine  o'clock  the  General  went  to 
bed,  as  that  was  his  hour  ;  for  the  supper 
in  most  houses  being  tea,  and  some  broiled 
fish,  sausages,  steaks,  &c.  it  is  generally 
introduced  between  six  and  seven  o'clock, 
which  was  done  that  evening.  Doctor 
Thornton,  Colonel  Lyles,  Mr.  Law,  and 
myself,  sat  some  hours  after ;  and  the 
Colonel  and  I  went  to  sleep  at  a  tavern  in 
the  city,  which  was  kept  by  an  English- 
man named  TunnerclifFe.  We  were  asked 
the  next  morning  to  breakfast  at  Mr.  Law's, 
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very  little  probability  of  that  custom 
changing  for  some  time ;  and  especially 
while  they  were  employed  in  building 
houses,  paving  streets,  &c.  I  therefore 
made  known  these  sentiments  to  Colonel 
Lyles  ;  and  we  dropped  that  scheme.  In- 
deed, I  began  to  think  of  coming  to  Eng- 
land again. 

After  we  had  parted  with  the  General, 

and  viewed  the  lot,   we    returned   to   the 

tavern :     where    we    found    a    gentleman 

from  Washington  county,  General  Sprigg, 

who  was  in  search  of  me   to  buy  some  of 

the  cattle,   or  all  of  them,    and   the  hogs  ; 

which  he  said  were  the  best  he  had  ever 

seen  come  from  England,    though  he  ^ad 

had  some  himself,    and    had   seen   a   great 

many.     He  offered  me   a  very  good  price 

for  some  of  them.     I    had    determined  to 

sell  every  thing  I  had  brought  with  me — 

(having  soon,  however,  learnt  that  it  was  a 

dangerous  place  to  sell  any  thing  without 

having  the  money  in  hand)  ; — for    I   had 

seen    no    land   I   thought  good  enough  to 
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which  is  in  my  opinion  superior  to  the 
woodcock  in  England.  These  ducks  are 
to  be  found  only  in  two  rivers  in  America, 
the  Potowmac  and  the  Susquehanna,  which 
seems  a  very  odd  circumstance  ;  and  in 
these  rivers  there  are  thousands  of  them, 
I  returned,  next  morning,  to  Alexandria  ; 
and  in  a  day  or  two  afterward  went  to 
see  General  Washington.  I  dined  with 
him  ;  and  he  showed  me  several  presents 
that  had  been  sent  him,  viz.  swords,  china, 
and  among  the  rest  the  key  of  the  Bastille, 
I  spent  a  very  pleasant  day  in  the  house, 
as  the  weather  was  so  severe  that  there 
were  no  farming  objects  to  see,  the  ground 
being  covered  with  snow.  The  General 
wished  me  to  stay  all  night ;  but  having 
some  other  engagements,  I  declined  his 
kind  offer.  He  sent  Colonel  Lear  out  after 
I  had  parted  with  him,  to  ask  me  if  I  want- 
ed any  money ;   which  I  gladly  accepted. 

A  few  days  afterward  I  set  off  to  Balti- 
more, to  see  Mr.  Thompson,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  view  his  estate.     I   had  previously 


obtained 

J    m  v     i  ED 

I       •  M  .  ,\ 

to 

i 

Niion  to  i  :>cr  i 

h   I    i   und  u- 

;  i  .  ; 

t  to  Am]  D  en 

I  a   letter 

a  j 
aru 

i 

i . 

meet    mc    tli  I  . : 


65 

land  was  in  the  company  •  and  I  spent  a 
most  agreeable  day. 

I  went  the  next  day  to  view  Strawberry- 
hill.     I  found  it  a  beautiful  situation,  but 
every   thing  in    very  bad   order.     It   had 
been  a  good  house ;  there  were  large  gardens 
and  orchards,   with  a  great  number  of  dif- 
ferent fruits,  more  than  I  had  ever  seen  in 
America,    but   the   fruit-trees   very    much 
broken  and  abused.     Here  was,  however, 
the  same   complaint    as  every  where  else. 
The  land  was  very  poor,  covered  with  sedge- 
grass  and  small  pine-trees,  which  latter  par- 
ticularly denote  a  poor  soil.     It  was  a  place 
for  a  man  to  spend  money  at,  but  I  could 
see  very  little  prospect  to  get  any  ;   other- 
wise,  Mr.  Thompson's  offer  was  such  as  it 
seemed  a  folly  to  refuse— for  he  requested 
no  rent ;   and   would  repair  the  buildings, 
lend   me   money,   or  any  thing.     But  as  I 
had  then  formed  an  opinion  of  cows,   and 
selling  milk,   Anapolis   appeared   to   me  a 
poor  place,  for  there  was  nothing  to  keep 
cows  on  ;  and,   if  there  was,  no  person  to 
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Alexandria,  to  see  my  family,  horses,  cat- 
tle, &c. 

After  a  few  days,  I  went  into  the  coun- 
try to  see  Colonel  Lyles  and  some  other 
gentlemen  ;  and  then  set  off  to  Baltimore. 
In  my  journey  I  slept  at  Major  Snowdon's, 
a  very  hospitable  man  indeed.  He  showed 
me  a  bull  of  his,  a  stud  horse,  and  some 
different  things ;  but  nothing  of  any  superior 
value,  except  a  pair  of  coach-horses.  I 
arrived  at  Baltimore  ;  and  soon  afterward 
set  off  to  see  General  Ridgely's  farm. 

On  my  way  I  was  introduced,  by  a  Mr. 
Thomas  Ringold,  to  a  Mr.  Gittings,  who 
lives  fourteen  miles  from  Baltimore,  a  gen- 
tleman of  property  and  of  good  informa- 
tion. He  has  the  finest  timothy-meadows 
that  are  in  America  ;  and  knows  how  to 
treat  them  better  than  any  other  man  I  ever 
met  with,  either  there  or  in  England. 
He  told  me  an  anecdote  of  his  first  gaining 
the  proper  idea. — He  used  to  cut  his  timo- 
thy-meadow as  those  meadows  are  in  gene- 
ral cut,   viz.  when  they  were  in  flower ; 
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matter  ;  but  the  waggoner  very  mildly  told 
him,  he  had  found  the  horses  to  eat  the 
brown  hay  the  best ;  and  if  Mr.  Gittings 
pleased,  he  would  fetch  some  of  the  fine 
green  hay  and  put  in  the  rack  at  one  end, 
and  let  the  brown  hay  remain  in  the  other, 
and  he  would  see  in  the  morning  the  brown 
hay  would  be  eaten  and  the  green  hay  left: 
— the  man  observed  too  that  the  green  hay 
would  sell  for  more  in  the  market  than  the 
other,  and  thus  there  would  be  a  saving. 
This  was  done ;  and  in  the  morning  the 
horses  had  eaten  the  brown  hay,  and  left 
the  green  untouched.  He  made  some  other 
experiments  of  the  like  nature  during  the 
winter,  and  with  the  same  effect. — But  fur- 
ther. He  could  discover  a  difference  in  his 
next  year's  crop.  The  meadows  that  stood 
tabe  ripe  had  a  much  greater  burthen  than 
the  rest ;  and  he  is  fully  convinced  that  the 
great  cause  of  his  meadows  not  wanting 
renewing,  as  in  general  others  do,  is  the 
time  of  cutting,     A  similar  circumstance  is 
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days.  The  .General's  land  is  of  great  note, 
being  what  is  termed  limestone  land,  and 
more  productive  than  any  other  in  that 
country. 

In  America,  limestone  is  usually  reckon- 
ed the  best  soil.     As  this  was  quite  contra- 
ry to  my  former  ideas,  I  wished  much  to 
inform  myself  of  the  nature  of  the  lime- 
stone land  there.     I  thought  it  might  in  all 
probability  grow  saintfoin  ;    and  it  would 
be  of  great    value,    should  that  prove  the 
case  :  but  on  examining  the  different  strata, 
I  found  them  very  irregular ;    so  much  so, 
that   to  one  square  yard  that  would  grow 
saintfoin,  there  were   great  distances  that 
would  not.    I  apprehend,  from  the  different 
trials  that  have  been  made,  it  will  not  grow 
for  any  length  of  time,   if  it  would  at  all  : 
as  I  know  in  England  saintfoin  land  must 
be  regular,  and  no  great  distance  from  the 
rock  ;    for   this    herb  in  general  takes   its 
nutriment  from  the  stone,  and  not  from  the 
surface  or  top  soil,    and    the    young  plant 
will  die  before  it  reaches  the   stone  if  at 


7f 

i*'  l      I  was,   t 

ojccts  •  id 

I  for  wis  :  hui  U 

srru  .    a 

ill      | 

I  al  and  profitable  thini;;*,  U 
orchai  1  the  •*  about 

ur  shii  \  . 

I  he  offered  it  .it  m\  [ 

mc  ploughs,  horses,  negroes, 
%  ck     I 
l  and  lei 

c     .\'.\  ':.::::'      I  kiiuilv  thanked  1*1*  .  .-- 

rrcat  cause  c  the 

-liuac*:  ^  tin  Lt   |  >  it 

vj    in   i  i 

in    t!*c 

oit,   tod    . 

fniu<t;s  Lets 


73 

three  or  four  horses  in  training,  and  what 
enables  him  to  do  this  is,  that  he  has  very 
extensive  iron-works,  or  otherwise  he  could 
not.  He  is  a  very  genteel  man,  an_d  is  said 
to  keep  the  best  table  in  America.  I  con- 
tinued in  friendship  with  him  to  the  time  of 
my  leaving  the  country ;  and  as  he  had  a 
house  in  Baltimore,  where  he  spent  his 
winter,  I  often  experienced  his  great  hospi- 
tality. 

In  the  General's  farm  was  a  part  (of  fifty 
acres)  equal  in  quality  to  Mr.  Gittings's  for 
timothy- meadow  :    and   by  pains   and.  la- 
bour it  might  be  watered  ;  but  the  expenoc 
of  those  things  in  America  are    not  to  be 
estimated,  which  forbids  all  improvements. 
Besides,   the   roads  from  thence  to  Balti- 
more are  so  bad  for  carriages,   as  to   be  a 
day's  work  in  the  winter  for  a  team  ;   and 
horses  are  of  much  more  chargeable  keep- 
ing   than   in    England,   from  the  two  ex- 
tremes of  hot  and  cold.     These  fifty  acres 
produced  a  sort  of  grass,  by  nature  rather 
superior  to  most  that  I  saw  in  the  country ; 
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are  seldom  destroyed  by  that  insect.     On 
the  whole  he  concluded,  there  was  nothing 
to  be  got  by  growing  wheat  in  that  part  of 
the  country. — He  shewed  me  his   sheep  ; 
which  were  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope> 
and  as  fine  as  ever   I  saw  of  that  sort,   and 
in    good    condition  :     but    the     number, 
though    six  hundred  acres  of  land   in   the 
farm,  was  only  sixteen  sheep.     In  general, 
the  sheep  kept  are  merely  to  grow  wool  for 
making  negroes'  stockings,  a  little  lamb  and 
mutton  for  themselves,   and  some  few  for 
the  butcher ;    as    no    part    of   America    is 
proper  for  sheep,  that  I  ever  saw. 

I  again  returned  to  Baltimore  ;  and  met 
with  a  Mr.  O'Donnell,  who,  having  been 
informed  of  me,  desired  me  to  be  intro- 
duced to  him — being  himself  confined  to 
his  bed  with  the  gout.  Though  I  had  be- 
gun to  entertain  a  very  low  opinion  of  the 
American  lands,  he  still  lowered  it  more ; 
for  he  told  me  that  he  had  brought  between 
sixty  and  seventy  thousand  pounds  sterling 
from   the   East-Indies    into  America,   and 
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nell  every  encouragement  on  this  new  breed. 
General  Ridgely  was  highly  pleased  with 
the  sight;    and   Mr.  Gough  having  some 
time  before  sold  a  bull  to  Mr.  O'Donnell,  by 
my  desire  a  comparative  view  was  taken  of 
the  two  bulls — when  Mr.  Gough  was  so 
well    convinced  of  the  superiority  of  the 
long-horned,   that  he  desired  to  have  the 
first  bull-calf  that   Mr.  O'Donnell  would 
sell.     We    saw    also    some    Chinese   pigs, 
which  were  not  good  at  all;   some  blood- 
horses  ;  an  imported  Irish  cow ;   and  seve- 
ral other  things  : — as  a  straw-chopper  of  a 
new  construction,  but  of  no  utility;  a  most 
beautiful    green-house  ;   a  very  handsome 
garden,   in   great  order  ;   and  a  hot-house. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  was  a  very  magnificent 
place    for    that   country ;    though    I  have 
heard   Mr.  O'Donnell   frequently  say,    he 
would  rather  live  two  years   in   England 
than  ten  years  in  America.      We  returned, 
and  dined  at  Mr.  O'Donnell's.     He  wished 
me  to  call  on  him  again,  the  iirst  opportu- 
nity ;  which  I  did,  and  spent  part  of  a  day 
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some  measure,  scarcely  to  be  obtained. 
The  General  told  me,  Philadelphia  would 
decline ;  but  New- York  would  always 
maintain  an  eminent  commercial  rank,  from 
its  position — the  frost  not  stopping  the  na- 
vigation so  early,  and  sometimes  not  at  all. 
To  convince  me,  he  gave  me  reasons  why 
Baltimore  and  the  federal  city  must  be 
ultimately  places  of  great  trade  ;  observing, 
that  from  all  the  western  country,  which  is 
so  extensive,  and  is  said  to  be  fertile,  the 
produce  must  come  to  these  two  markets — 
the  Potowmac  bringing  it  to  the  federal 
city,  and  the  Susquehanna  to  Baltimore. 

To  return  to  Mr.  O'Donnell's  informa- 
tion.— It  was,  that  the  merchants  in  Balti- 
more, as  a  body  of  men,  were  not  worth 
a  guinea  ;  and  that  in  the  course  of  one 
year,  there  would  be  such  distress  among 
them  as  would  amaze  me.  He  said,  there 
were  indeed  rich  merchants  in  the  place, 
but  these  could  not  overbalance  the  poor 
ones.  Now,  according  to  Mr.  O'Donnell's 
observation,    this    happened ;    and    forty 
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The  day  after  I  left  Mr.  O'Donnell,  I 
had  an  offer  from  Mr.  John  Holmes,   of  a 
grazing-farm   on    the    Susquehanna   river, 
opposite  Havre-de-Grace,  and  thirty-seven 
miles  from  Baltimore.     This  was  said  to  be 
one  of  the  best  grazing-farms  in  America, — ■ 
there  was  a  mill  seat   upon  it,  and  every 
advantage.     Mr.  Holmes    offered   to  join 
with    me    in    the    concern.     Finding    the 
tillage-farms  in  America  to  be  attended  with 
so  much  expence,  I  was  ready  to  embrace 
this  proposal :    my    friend    Mr.  O'Donnell 
having  offered   me   the   use  of  a  horse,   I 
took  a  ride  to  view  the  situation,    accom- 
panied by  a  Mr.  Allen,   a  very  respectable 
merchant  from  Philadelphia. 

The  weather,  however,  being  bad,  and 
Mr.  Allen's  company  very  agreeable,  I 
went  forward  to  Philadelphia  (without 
staying  toiook  at  this  farm),  with  letters  of 
introduction  from  different  gentlemen  in 
Baltimore  to  some  respectable  persons  in 
Philadelphia  ;  and  as  congress  was  at  that 
time  sitting,  1  had  great  opportunities  both 

"     G 


\;  <       incl  II-  .v- 

lember  < 
senate     1  %a*  one  of  tin   ( 

in     I        adelj  — 1  I  gOl 

Mr.  J  <>n,  the  then  \ 

j  roident,        J  now   j  I  his  gen- 

g   very  fond  of  the        jeet  • 
agriculture,   was  kind  Ugh  to  a  • 

sttrn  into  hi  when  I  should 

id   him    at    leisure.      On  occasio: 

ost    pleasant    DQ         I    f  n.       II 

I  .    I 

wai  t! 

— and  lil        %e  what  sort  « 
carried    on    in   that  of 

\  rginii  wl  J.      1 1  tne  a 

escnt  of  the  in         otrd   ol   a  .      :gh  1 

ted  himself;  aiul  told  me  oi  s 
ri         i.s,  v.  ! 

it.  :i,    and 

i  : 

pS  l  in  \  id 


S3 

Maryland  Were  nearly  three  bushels  and  a 
half  pet  acre. — I  was  next  introduced  to  a 
gentleman  of  distinguished  character  ;  Mr. 
Boadley,  the  author  of  some  Sketches 
upon  Agriculture,  which  I  shall  insert  in 
the  present  work.  This  I  shall  do  to  au- 
thenticate my  calculations;  and  as  showing 
the  produce  in  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the 
Chesapeak  on  the  Bay.  He  having  a  most 
valuable  estate  on  Why-Island,  which  he 
cultivated  himself  for  some  years,  the  greater 
part  of  this  work  is  the  result  of  actual 
experience. — Mr.  Boadley  introduced  me 
to  Judge  Peters  ;  who  had  written  on  the 
mode  of  using  plaster  of  Paris,  and  its  effi- 
cacy. I  obtained  some  useful  knowledge 
from  him. — 1  was  then  introduced  to  Mr. 
Stodard,  secretary  of  the  navy  ;  to  Mr. 
Timothy  Pickering,  secretary  of  the  war- 
office  ;  and  several  other  eminent  characters. 
— I  omitted  waiting  on  Mr.  Adams,  the  then 
president,  being  told  by  Mr,  Pickering  that 
he  never  subscribed  to  books. — I  soonvafter 
became  acquainted  with  Mr.  JeremiahWard- 
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England.  He  appeared  a  very  well  in- 
formed man.  He  asked  me  much  to  go  to 
see  him ;  and  wished  me  to  fix  myself  in 
the  country  where  he  lived,  about  three 
hundred  miles  north  ;  but  my  curiosity  be- 
gan to  be  satisfied,  and  I  resolved  to  live  in 
some  settled  part.  I  was  very  much  attach- 
ed to  Baltimore ;  finding  that  New-York 
and  Philadelphia  were  much  cheaper  sup- 
plied with  the  land's  produce  than  that  city: 
—they  having  great  plenty  of  hay,  more 
clover  than  could  be  sold,  excellent  beef, 
good  veal,  (the  mutton  but  middling,)  pork 
very  fine,  turkeys  very  fine,  and  all  sorts  of 
poultry  ;  vegetables  in  very  great  plenty. 
I  returned,  therefore,  from  New- York, 
after  passing  a  few  days  ;  and  having  an 
introductory  letter  from  Mr.  Warder  to  the 
quakers,  I  received  many  civilities  from  them, 
particularly  as  subscribers  to  my  books. 

In  my  return  from  New- York  to  Phila- 
delphia I  had  promised  to  meet  Mr.  Warder, 
at  a  plantation  of  his  ;  which  caused  me  to 
change  my  road.     In  my  journey  between 
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There  were  a  few  half-starved  cattle  ;  in 
general  standing  shaking  with  cold,  and 
many  more  complaining  of  what  they  call 
the  hollow-horn.  This  arises  from  matter 
in  the  horn,  which  kills  numbers.  They  cut 
the  horns  off  in  some  that  are  affected,  or 
stop  up  the  hollow  part  of  the  horns  (after 
the  matter  is  run  out)  with  rosin  and  tow, 
this  repeated  as  a  dressing  to  a  wound  ; 
and  thus  they  cure  now  and  then  one. 
The  Hessian  fly  is  another  complaint. — 
Little  or  no  wheat  grown  there  ;  the  rust 
(which  we  call  mildew)  much  prevails. 
I  rather  suspect  that  a  fat  beast  never  has 
the  hollow-horn  :  it  comes  from  cold  and 
hunger,  which  is  the  general  complaint  of 
the  animals  in  America  ;  and  from  the  two 
extremes  of  weather,  it  must  be  expected, 
and  want  of  food. 

After  viewing  Mr.  Warder's  improve- 
ments, I  returned  with  him  to  Philadelphia. 
Here  I  was  met  by  Judge  Turner,  who 
had  been  at  Mount- Vernon  and  had  heard 
of  me.    He  offered  to  give  me  two  hundred 
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have  met  with  some  from  those  back  woods 
who  now  and  then  stray  into  a  city  ;  and 
they  look  like  persons  who  have  been  lost  in 
a  wilderness  for  years. 

About  this  time  I  met  with  General 
Humpton,  who  had  been  an  officer  in  the 
American  war,  and  a  great  friend  to  Gene- 
ral Washington  ;  and  I  told  him  of  Judge 
Turner's  kind  offer.  He  condemned  the 
scheme  totally,  and  gave  me  the  following 
narratives,  published  by  Dr.  Knight  and  Mr. 
Slover,  of  the  cruel  murder  of  Colonel 
Crawford,  by  the  Indians  in  the  back  woods 
of  Kentucky,  and  of  their  wonderful  escape; 
from  which  will  be  seen  the  danger  I  avoided 
by  not  settling  in  those  parts. 

Dr.  Knight  says — "  About  the  latter  end 
of  the  month  of  March,  or  the  beginning  of 
April,  of  the  year  1  782,  the  western  Indians 
began  to  make  incursions  upon  the  frontiers 
of  Ohio,  Washington,  Youghagany,  and 
Westmoreland  counties,  which  has  been  their 
constant  practice  ever  since  the  commence- 
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fixed  to  be  on  the  20th  of  May,  and  the 
place,  the  old  Mingoe  town  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  Ohio,  about  forty  miles 
below  Fort  Pitt  by  land,  and  I  think  about 
seventy-five  by  water, 

"  Colonel  Crawford  was  solicited  by  the 
general  voice  of  these  western  counties  and 
districts  to  command  the  expedition.  He 
accordingly  set  out  as  volunteer,  and  came 
to  Fort  Pitt  two  days  before  the  time 
appointed  for  the  assembling  of  the  men. 
As  there  was  no  surgeon  yet  appointed  to 
go  with  the  expedition,  Colonel  Crawford 
begged  the  favour  of  General  Irvine  to  per- 
mit me  to  accompany  him,  (my  consent 
having  been  previously  asked,)  to  which  the 
General  agreed  provided  Colonel  Gibson 
did  not  object. 

"  Having  obtained  permission  of  the 
Colonel,  I  left  Fort  Pitt  on  Tuesday,  May 
1st,  and  the  next  day  about  one  in  the 
afternoon  arrived  at  the  Mingoe  bottom. 
The  vqlunteers  had  not  all  crossed  the  river 
until  Friday  morning  the  2 1th,   they    then 
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town  of  Sandusky  formerly  stood  :  the  in- 
habitants had  moved  eighteen  miles  lower 
down  the  creek,  nearer  the  lower  Sandusky: 
but  as  neither  our  guides  nor  any  who  were 
with  us  had  known  any  thing  of  their 
removal,  we  began  to  conjecture  there  were 
no  Indian  towns  nearer  than  the  lower 
Sandusky,  which  was  at  least  forty  miles 

distant. 

"  However,  after  refreshing  our  horses, 
we  advanced  on  in  search  of  some  of  their 
settlements,  but  had  scarcely  got  the  distance 
of  three  or  four  miles  from  the  old  town 
when  a  number  of  our  men  expressed  their 
desire  to  return,  some  of  them  alleging  that 
they  had  only  five  days'  provision  :  upon 
which  the  field-officers  and  captains  deter- 
mined, in  council,  to  proceed  that  after- 
noon, and  no  longer.  Previous  to  the  call- 
ing of  this  council,  a  small  party  of  light- 
horse  had  been  sent  forward  to  reconnoitre. 

"  I  shall  here  remark,  by  the  way,  that 
there  are  a  great  many  extensive  plains  in 
that  country.     The  woods  in  general  grow 
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maintaining  their  ground.  Next  morning, 
about  six  o'clock,  some  guns  were  dis- 
charged at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards,  which  continued  till  day,  doing 
little  or  no  execution  on  either  side. 

"  The  field-officers  then  assembled  and 
agreed,  as  the  enemy  were  every  moment 
increasing,  and  we  had  already  a  number 
wounded,  to  retreat  that  night.  The  whole 
body  was  to  form  into  three  lines,  keeping 
the  wounded  in  the  centre.  We  had  four 
killed  and  twenty-three  wounded ;  of  the 
latter,  seven  very  dangerously  ;  on  which 
account  as  many  biers  were  got  ready  to 
carry  them  :  most  of  the  rest  were  slightly 
wounded,  and  none  so  bad  but  they  could 
ride  on  horseback.  After  dark,  the  officers 
went  on  the  out-posts,  and  brought  in  all 
the  men  as  expeditiously  as  they  could. 
Just  as  the  troops  were  about  to  form, 
several  guns  were  fired  by  the  enemy ; 
upon  which  some  of  our  men  spoke  out  and 
said,  c  Our  intention  was  discovered  by  the 
Indians,    who    were   firing   alarm-guns,' 
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such  an  irregular  manner,  and  leaving  some 
of  the  wounded  behind,  contrary  to  his 
orders.  Presently  there  came  two  men 
riding  after  us ;  one  of  them  an  old  man, 
the  other  a  lad :  we  enquired  if  they  had 
seen  any  of  the  above  persons  ;  and  they 
answered  they  had  not. 

* 

"  By  this  time  there  was  a  very  hot  firing 
before  us,  and,  as  we  judged,  near  where 
our  main  body  must  have  been,  Our  course 
was  then  nearly  south-west ;  but,  changing 
it,  we  went  north  about  two  miles,  the  two 
men  remaining  in  company  with  us.  Judg- 
ing ourselves  to  be  now  out  of  the  enemy's 
lines,  we  took  a  due  east  course,  taking  care 
to  keep  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
yards  apart,  and  directing  ourselves  by  the 
north-star. 

"  The  old  man  often  lagged  behind;  and, 
when  this  was  the  case,  never  failed  to  call 
for  us  to  halt  for  him.  When  we  were 
near  the  Sandusky  Creek  he  fell  one  hun- 
dred yards  behind,  and  bawled  out,  as  usual, 
for  us  to  halt.    While  we  were  preparing  to 
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hawk  lying  by  it.     We  carried  all  with  us, 
and,  in  advancing  about  one  mile  further, 
espied  the  smoke  of  a  fire.     We  then  gave 
the  wounded  officer  into  the  charge  of  the 
young  man,  desiring  him    to   stay  behind, 
whilst  the  Colonel,  the  Captain,  and  myself, 
walked  up  as  cautiously  as  we  could  toward 
the  fire.   When  we  came  to  it  we  concluded, 
from    several  circumstances,  some   of  our 
people  had  encamped  there  the  preceding 
night.     We   then  went  about  roasting  the 
venison  ;    and,    when  just  about  to  march, 
observed  one  of  our  men  coming  upon  our 
tracks.     He  seemed  at  first  very  shy  ;  but, 
having  called  to  him,  he  came  up,  and  told 
us   he  was   the  person  who  had  killed  the 
deer  ;   but  upon  hearing  us  come  up,   was 
afraid  of  Indians,  hid  in  a  thicket,  and  made 
off.     Upon  this,  we  gave  him  some  bread 
and  roasted  venison,    proceeded   altogether 
on    our  journey,    and    about   two  o'clock 
came  upon  the  paths  by  which  we  had  gone 
out.     Captain   Biggs   and  myself  did   not 
think   it    safe  to   keep    the    road;  but  the 
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no  execution.  They  then  told  us,  to  call 
these  people  and  make  them  come  there, 
else  they  would  go  and  kill  them,  which 
the  Colonel  did;  but  they  four  got  off,  and 
escaped  for  that  time.  The  Colonel  and  I 
were  then  taken  to  the  Indian  camp,  which 
was  about  half  a  mile  from  the  place,  where 
we  were  captivated.  On  Sunday  evening, 
five  Delawares,  who  had  posted  themselves 
at  some  distance  further  on  the  road, 
brought  back  to  the  camp,  where  we  lay, 
Captain  Biggs'  and  Lieutenant  Ashley's 
scalps,  with  an  Indian  scalp  which  Captain 
Biggs  had  taken  in  the  field  of  action  :  they 
also  brought  in  Biggs'  horse  and  mine;  they 
told  u  s  the  two  other  men  got  away  from  them. 

"Monday  morning,  the  10th  of  June, 
we  were  paraded  to  march  to  Sandusky, 
about  thirty-three  miles  distant :  they  had 
eleven  prisoners  of  us  and  four  scalps,  the 
Indians  being  seventeen  in  number. 

"  Colonel  Crawford  was  very  desirous  to 
see  a  certain  Simeon  Girty,  who  lived  among 
the  Indians,  and  was  on  this  account  permit- 
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u  As  he  was  painting  me,   he  told  me  I 
should  go  to  the  Shawanese  towns  and  see 
my  friends.     When  the  Colonel  arrived,  he 
painted  him  black  also  ;   told  him  he    was 
glad  to  see  him,   and   that  he  would   have 
him  shaved  when  he  came  to  see  his  friends 
at  the  Wvandot  town.    When  we  marched, 
the  Colonel  and  I  were  kept  back,  between 
Pipe  and   Wyngenim,   the   two   Delaware 
chiefs  ;   the  other  nine  prisoners  were  sent 
forward    with   another    party    of   Indians. 
As  we  went  along,  we  saw  four  of  the  pri- 
soners lying  by  the  path  tomahawked  and 
scalped  ;  some  of  them  were  at  the  distance 
of  half  a  mile  from  each  other.      When  we 
arrived  within    half  a   mile   of  the    place 
where  the  Colonel  was  executed,  we  over- 
took the  five  prisoners  that  remained  alive : 
the  Indians  had  caused  them  to  sit  down  on 
the  ground,  as  they  did ;   also  the  Colonel 
and  me  at  some  distance  from  them  :   I  was 
there  given  in  charge  to   an  Indian  fellow, 
to  be  taken  to  the  Shawanese  towns. 
4C  In  the  place  where  we  were  now  made 
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me  '  A  d d  rascal!'  upon  which  the  fel- 
low who  had  me  in  charge  pulled  me  along. 
Girty  rode  up  after  me,  and  told  me  I  was 
to  go  to  the  Shawanese  towns. 

„  When  we  were  come  to  the  fire  the 
Colonel  was  stripped  naked,  ordered  to  sit 
down  by  the  fire,  and  then  they  beat  him 
with  sticks  and  their  fists.  Presently  after 
I  was  treated  in  the  same  manner.  They 
then  tied  a  rope  to  the  foot  of  a  post  about 
fifteen  feet  high,  bound  the  Colonel's  hands 
behind  his  back,  and  fastened  the  rope  to  the 
ligature  between  his  wrists.  The  rope  was 
long  enough  either  for  him  to  sit  down  or 
walk  round  the  post  once  or  twice,  and 
return  the  same  way.  The  Colonel  then 
called  to  Girty,  and  asked  if  they  intended 
to  burn  him? — Girty  answered,  c  Yes.* 
The  Colonel  said,  he  would  take  it  all 
patiently.  Upon  this,  Captain  Pipe,  a 
Delaware  chief,  made  a  speech  to  the  Indians, 
viz.  about  thirty  or  forty  men,  sixty  or 
seventy  squaws  and  boys. 

*  When  the  speech  was  finished,  they  all 
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Some  of  the  squaws  took  broad  boards  upon 
which  they  would  put  a  quantity  of  burn- 
ing coals  and  hot  embers,  and  throw  on 
him,  so  that  in  a  short  time  he  had  nothing 
but  coals  of  fire  and  hot  ashes  to  walk  upon. 

"  In  the  midst  of  these  extreme  tortures 
he  called  to  Simeon  Girty,  and  begged  of 
him  to  shoot  him  :  but  Girty  making  no 
answer,  he  called  to  him  again.  Girty  then, 
by  way  of  derision,  told  the  Colonel  he 
had  no  gun ;  at  the  same  time,  turning 
about  to  an  Indian  who  was  behind  him, 
laughed  heartily,  and  by  all  his  gestures 
seemed  delighted  at  the  horrid  scene. 

"  Girty  then  came  up  to  me,  and  bade 
me  prepare  for  death.  He  said,  however,  I 
was  not  to  die  at  that  place,  but  to  be  burnt 
at  the  Shawanese  towns.  He  swore  by 
G — d!  I  need  not  expect  to  escape  death, 
but  should  suffer  it  in  all  its  extremities. 

"  He  then  observed  that  some  prisoners  had 
given  him  to  understand  that  if  our  people 
had  him  they  would  not  hurt  him  ;  for  his 
part,  he  said,  he  did  not  believe  it,   but 
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tertain  of  the  devil)    got   a   board,  took  a 
parcel  of  coals  and  ashes,  and  laid  them  on 
his  back  and  head  after  he  had  been  scalped. 
He  then  raised  himself  upon  his  feet,  and 
began  to  walk  round  the  post  :    they  next 
put  a  burning  stick  to  him  as  usual,  but  he 
seemed  more  insensible  of  pain  than  before. 
"  The   Indian  fellow    who  had   me    in 
charge  now  took  me  away  to  Captain  Pipe's 
house,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  place  of  the    Colonel's   execution.     I 
was  bound   all    night,    and  thus  prevented 
from  seeing  the  last  of  the  horrid  spectacle. 
Next  morning,  being  June  1  2th,  the  Indian 
untied  me,  painted  me  black,  and  we  set  off 
for  the  Shawanese  town,  which  he  told  me 
was  somewhat  less   than  forty  miles  from 
that    place.     We    soon    came   to   the  spot 
where  the  Colonel  had  been  burnt,  as  it  was 
partly  in  our  way  :    I  saw  his  bones  lying 
amongst  the  remains  of  the  fire  almost  burnt 
to  ashes.     I  suppose,   after    he   was   dead, 
they  had  laid  his  body  on  the  fire. 

"  The  Indian  told  me,  that  was  my  Big 
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said,  '  Yes.'  I  then  took  the  end  of  a  dog- 
wood fork,  which  had  been  burnt  down  to 
about  eighteen  inches  long :  it  was  the 
longest  stick  I  could  find,  yet  too  small  for 
the  purpose  I  had  in  view  :  then  I  picked 
up  another  stick ;  and,  taking  a  coal  of 
fire  between  them,  went  behind  him  :  then, 
turning  suddenly  about,  I  struck  him  on 
the  head  with  all  the  force  I  was  master  of, 
which  so  stunned  him  that  he  fell  forwards 
with  both  his  hands  into  the  fire  ;  but  see- 
ing him  recover  and  get  up,  I  seized  his 
gun,  while  he  ran  off  howling  in  a  most 
fearful  manner.  I  followed  him  with  a 
determination  to  shoot  him  down  ;  but, 
pulling  back  the  cock  of  the  gun  with  too 
great  violence,  I  believe  I  broke  the  main 
spring.  I  pursued  him,  however,  about 
thirty  yards,  still  endeavouring  to  fire  the 
gun,  but  could  not  :  then,  going  back  to 
the  fire,  I  took  his  blanket,  a  pair  of  new 
mokkisons,  his  hoppes,  powder-horn,  bullet- 
bag,  together  with  the  gun,  and  marched 
off,  directing  my  course  toward  the  five 
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grateful   and    nourishing ;    I    gathered    a 
bundle  of  the   same,   took  up  my  lodging 
under   a    large   spreading    beech-tree,  and 
having  sucked  plentifully  of  the  juice  went 
to  sleep.     Next    day   I   made    a   due   east 
course,  which   I  generally  kept  the  rest  of 
my  journey.     I  often  imagined  my  gun  was 
only  wood-bound,  and  tried  every  method 
I    could   devise  to  unscrew  the  lock  ;  but 
never  could  effect  it,   having  no  knife   not 
any   thing  fitting   for  the  purpose.      I  had 
now  the  satisfaction  to  find  my  jaw  began 
to  mend,    and  in  four   or  five  days  could 
chew    any   vegetable   proper  for  nourish- 
ment ;   but  finding  my  gun  only  a  useless 
burden,    left  her  in  the  wilderness.     I  had 
no  apparatus   for  making   fire  to  sleep  by, 
so    that  I   could  get  but  little  rest  fornhe 
gnats  and  musketoes :    there  are  likewise  a 
great   many    swamps    in  the   beech-ridge, 
which  occasioned  me  very  often  to  lie  wet. 
This  ridge,    through   which  I  travelled,   is 
about  twenty  miles   broad,    the  ground  in 
general    very   level    p.nd    rich,    free    from 
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is  more  than  a  mile  wide  in  many  places. 
The  woods  consist  of  white  and  black  oaks, 
walnut,  hickory,  and  sugar-tree,  in  the 
greatest  abundance.  In  all  parts  of  the 
country  through  which  I  came,  the  game 
was  very  plenty  ;  that  is  to  say,  deer,  tur- 
keys, and  pheasants  :  I  likewise  saw  a  great 
many  vestiges  of  bears,  and  some  elks. 

"  I  crossed  the  river  Muskingum  about 
three  or  four  miles  below  Fort  Laurence; 
and,  crossing  all  paths,  aimed  for  the  Ohio 
river.  All  this  time  my  food  was  goose- 
berries, young  nettles,  the  juice  of  herbs,  a 
few  service  berries,  and  some  May-apples; 
likewise,  two  young  blackbirds  and  a  turri- 
pine,  which  1  devoured  raw.  When  my 
food  sat  heavy  on  my  stomach,  I  used  to 
eat  a  little  wild  ginger,  which  put  all  to 
rights. 

"  I  came  upon  Ohio  river,  about  five 
miles  below  Fort  M'Intosh,  in  the  evening 
of  the  twenty-first  day  after  I  had  made  my 
escape;  and  on  the  twenty-second,  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  (being  the  4th 
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great  humanity,  and  remarkable  for  his 
hospitality ;  few  strangers  coming  to  the 
western  country,  and  not  spending  some 
days  at  the  crossings  of  the  Yochaghany 
river  where  he  lived  :  no  man,  therefore, 
could  be  more  regretted." 

The  following  is  the  narrative  of  John 
Slover: 

"  Having  in  the  last  war  been  a  prisoner 
amongst  the  Indians  many  years,  and  so  be- 
ing well  acquainted  with  the  country  west  of 
the  Ohio,  I  was  employed  as  a  guide  in  the 
expedition  under  Colonel  William  Craw- 
ford against  the  Indian  towns  on  or  near 
the  river  Sandusky.  It  will  be  unnecessary 
for  me  to  relate  what  is  so  well  known,  the 
circumstances  and  unfortunate  event  of  that 
expedition  ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  observe, 
that  having  on  Tuesday  the  4th  of  June 
fought  the  enemy  near  Sandusky,  we  lay 
that  night  in  our  camp,  and  the  next  day 
fired  on  each  other  at  the  distance  of  three 
hundred  yards,  doing  little  or  no  execution. 
In  the  evening  of  that  day  it  was  proposed 
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were  some  distance  to  the  right  of  the  main 
body,  had  separated  from  me,  &c.  I  tried 
a  long  time  to  disengage  my  horse,  until  I 
could  hear  the  enemy  just  behind  me  and 
on  each  side,  but  in  vain.  Here  then  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  him.  The  morass  was  so 
unstable  that  I  was  to  the  middle  in  it,  and 
it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  I  got 
across  it ;  but  which  having  at  length  done, 
I  came  up  with  the  six  men,  who  had  left 
their  horses  in  the  same  manner  I  had  done; 
two  of  these,  my  companions,  having  lost 
their  guns. 

"  We  travelled  that  night,  making  our 
course  towards  Detroit,  with  a  view  to  shun 
the  enemy,  who  we  conceived  to  have  taken 
the  paths  by  which  the  main  body  of  our 
people  had  retreated.  Just  before  day  we 
got  into  a  second  deep  morass,  and  were 
under  the  necessity  of  stopping  until  it  was 
light  to  see  our  way  through  it.  The  whole 
of  this  day  we  travelled  toward  the  Shaw- 
anese  towns,  with  a  view  of  throwing  our- 
selves still  farther  out  of  the  search  of  the 
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•while  it  rained ;  and  then,  travelling  on,  we 
saw  a  party  of  the  enemy,  about  two  hun- 
dred yards  before  us,  but  hiding  ourselves 
in  the  bushes,  we  had  again  the  good  fortune 
not  to  be  discovered.  This  night  we  got  out 
of  the  glades,  having  in  the  night  crossed  the 
paths  by  which  we  had  advanced  to  San- 
dusky. It  was  our  design  to  leave  all  these 
paths  to  the  right,  and  to  come  in  by  the 
Tuscarawas.  We  should  have  made  a  much 
greater  progress,  had  it  not  been  for  two  of 
our  companions  who  were  lame :  the  one 
having  his  foot  burnt  ;  the  other  with  a 
swelling  in  his  knee,  of  a  rheumatic  nature. 
"  On  this  day,  which  was  the  second 
after  the  retreat,  one  of  our  company,  the 
person  affected  with  the  rheumatic  swelling, 
was  left  behind  some  distance  in  a  swamp. 
Waiting  for  him  some  time,  we  saw  him 
coming  wTithin  one  hundred  yards,  as  1  sat 
on  the  body  of  an  old  tree,  mending  my 
mokkisons  ;  but  taking  my  eye  from  him  I 
saw  him  no  more.  He  had  not  observed 
our  tracks,  but  had  gone  a  different  way. 
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less  by  reason  of  the  wet,  when  comin 
through  the  swamp  the  first  night :  we 
had  tried  to  discharge  them,  but  could  not. 
When  the  Indians  fired  I  ran  to  a  tree ; 
but  an  Indian,  presenting  himself  fifteen 
yards  before  me,  desired  me  to  deliver 
myself  up,  and  I  should  not  be  hurt.  My 
gun  was  in  good  order  ;  but,  apprehending 
the  enemy  behind  might  discharge  their 
pieces  at  me,  I  did  not  risk  firing,  which  I 
had  afterwards  reason  to  regret,  when  I 
found  what  was  to  be  my  fate  ;  and  that 
the  Indian  who  was  before  me,  and  pre- 
sented his  gun,  was  one  of  those  who  had 
just  before  fired.  Two  of  my  companions 
were  taken  with  me  in  the  same  manner, 
the  Indians  assuring  us  we  should  not  be 
hurt  :  but  one  in  company,  James  Paul, 
who  had  a  gun  in  order,  made  his  escape, 
and  has  since  come  into  Wheeling.  One 
of  these  Indians  knew  me,  and  was  of  the 
party  by  whom  I  was  taken  in  the  last  war. 
— He  came  up  and  spoke  to  me,  calling 
me  by  my  Indian  name,  Mannuchcothee, 
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as  a  soldier  in  the  continental  army  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  and 
served  fifteen  months.  Having  been  pro- 
perly discharged,  I  have  since  married,  have 
a  family,  and  am  in  communion  with  the 
church. 

"To  return. — The   party  by  whom  we 

were  made  prisoners  had  taken  some  horses, 

and  left  them  at  the  glades  we  had  passed 

the    day  before.     They  had   followed   on 

our  tracks  from  these  glades ;  on  our  return 

to  which,    we    found  the  horses  and  rode. 

We  were  carried  to  Wachatomakak,  a  town 

of  the  Mingoes  and  Shawanese.      I  think  it 

was  on  the  third  day  we  reached  the  town  ; 

when    we    were    approaching   which,    the 

Indians,  in  whose  custody  we  were,  began 

to  look  sour,  having  been  kind  to  us  before, 

and  given  us  a  little  meat  and  flour  to  eat, 

which  they  had  found  or  taken  from  some  of 

our  men   on  their  retreat.     This  town  is 

small,  and  we  were  told   was   about    two 

miles  distant  from  the  main  town,  to  which 

they  meant  to  carry  us. 
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yards  before  us,  in  running  the  gauntlet : 
they  made  him  their  principal  object, — 
men,  women,  and  children,  beating  him  ; 
and  those  who  had  guns  firing  loads  of 
powder  on  him  as  he  ran  naked  ;  putting 
the  muzzles  of  the  guns  to  his  body,  shout- 
ing, hallooing,  and  beating  their  drums,  in 
the  mean  time. 

"  The  unhappy  man  had  reached  the 
door  of  the  council-house,  beat  and  wound- 
ed in  a  manner  shocking  to  the  sight  ;  for, 
having  arrived  before  him,  we  had  it  in 
our  power  to  view  the  spectacle :  it  was 
indeed  the  most  horrid  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. They  had  cut  him  with  their  toma- 
hawks, shot  his  body  black,  burnt  it  into 
holes  with  loads  of  powder  blown  into  him: 
a  large  wadding  had  made  a  wound  in  his 
shoulder,  whence  the  blood  gushed. 

"  Agreeably  to  the  declaration  of  the 
enemy  when  he  first  set  out,  he  had  reason 
to  think  himself  secure  when  he  had  reached 
the  door  of  the  council-house.  This  seem- 
ed to  be  his  hope  ;   for,    coming   up   with 
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young  Crawford.  I  knew  the  visage  of 
Colonel  Harrison,  and  I  saw  his  clothing 
and  that  of  young  Crawford  at  the  town. 
They  brought  horses  to  me,  and  asked  if  I 
knew  them  ? — I  said,  they  were  Harrison's 
and  Crawford's. — They  said,  they  wTere. 

"  The  third  of  these  men  I  did  not  know, 
but  believe  to  have  been  Colonel  M'Cle- 
land,  the  third  in  command  on  the  ex- 
pedition. 

"  The  next  day,  the  bodies  of  these  men 
were  dragged  to  the  outside  of  the  town ; 
and,  their  carcases  being  given  to  the  dogs, 
their  limbs  and  heads  were  stuck  on  poles. 

"  My  surviving  companion,  shortly  after 
we  had  reached  the  council-house,  was  sent 
to  another  town  ;  and  I  presume  he  was 
burnt  or  executed  in  the  same  manner. 

"  In  the  evening  the  men  assembled  in 
the  council-house. — This  is  a  large  build- 
ing, about  fifty  yards  in  length,  and  about 
twenty-five  yards  wide  ;  and  about  sixteen 
feet  in  height :  built  of  split  poles  covered 
with  bark.  Their  first  object  was  to  ex- 
it 
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to  be  sure,  very  probable  that,  if  I  had  such 
intention,  I  would  communicate  it  to  him. 
Another  man  came  to  me,   and  told   me  a 
story  of  his  having  lived  on  the  south  branch 
of  Potowmac,    in  Virginia  -,    and,    having 
three  brothers  there,  he  pretended  he  want- 
ed   to    get   away, — but  I  suspected  his  de- 
sign :    nevertheless,   he  reported  that  I  had 
consented  to  go.     In  the  mean  time  I  was 
not  tied,  and  could  have  escaped ;  but,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  put  on  my  feet,   I  waited 
some  time  longer  to  provide  for  this. 

"  I  was  invited  every  night  to  the  war- 
dances,  which  they  usually  continued  until 
almost  day.  I  could  not  comply  with  their 
desire,  believing  these  things  to  be  the  ser- 
vice of  the  devil. 

"  The  council  lasted  fifteen  days  ;  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  warriors  being  usually 
in  council,  and  sometimes  more.  Every 
warrior  is  admitted  to  these  councils  ;  but 
only  the  chiefs,  or  head-warriors,  have  the 
privilege  of  speaking.     The  head-warriors 

K  2 


19$ 

accounted  such    from   tlie    number   of 
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*  we  are   obliged  to  maintain  them ;  and 
4  still  some  of  them  are  running  away,  and 

*  carrying  tidings   of  our  affairs.     When 
4  any  of  your  people  fall  into  the  hands  of 

*  the  rebels  they  shew  no  mercy  :  why  then 

*  should    you   take   prisoners  ?     Take    no 
c  more  prisoners,  my  children,  of  any  sort ; 

*  man,  woman,  or  child/ 

"  Two  days  after,  a  party  of  every  na- 
tion that  was  near  being  collected,  it  was 
determined  on  to  take  no  more  prisoners  of 
any  sort.  They  had  held  a  large  council, 
and  the  determination  was,  that  if  it  were 
possible  they  could  find  a  child  of  a  span 
or  three  inches  long,  they  would  shew  no 
mercy  to  it.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  coun- 
cil, it  was  agreed  upon  by  all  the  tribes 
present,  viz.  the  Tawaws,  Chiappawaws, 
the  Wiondots,  the  Mingoes,  the  Delawares, 
the  Shawanese,  the  Munses,  and  a  part  of 
the  Cherokees,  that  should  any  of  the  na- 
tions who  were  not  present  take  any  pri- 
soner, these  would  rise  against  them,  take 
away  the  prisoners  and  put  them  to  death* 


*  In  the  course  c{  deliberations  I 

rstood  wli.it  was  said  perl  ! 

Id  plans  ag. 
tucky,    ih<    I  :!l3,   a         towa  clin 

I  f    M   it   will    be   unnc  r  me  to 

in  tliis  narrative  ;    i 
as  the  Indian* —  e  to  1 

■   I  \'.     ild  not  fail  to  com- 
nui:  — v.   II  be  led  to  . 

s. 

was  one  Ci         ;l  held  at  whu  h  1 

was  n<  1  riors  had  sent  for 

as  usual  ;   but  the   *  h  whom  I 

lived    •        Id    not   v  go,    but  hid 

ndcr  a  I 

n    unwillii  at  I 

incil   ' 

with  i  ild  he  burnt. 

e    tv 
brought  iik  v,  t!» 

i    | 

r  Km  1,  as 

the  Indians  i:  .t.      I 

t. 


135 

"On  this  day ,also  I  saw  an  Indian  who 
had  just  come  into  town,  and  who  said  that 
the  prisoner  he  was  bringing  to  be  burnt, 
and  who  he  said  was  a  doctor,  had  made 
his  escape  from  him.  I  knew  this  must 
have  been  Dr.  Knight,  who  went  as  sur- 
geon of  the  expedition.  The  Indian  had 
a  wound  four  inches  long  in  his  head, 
which  he  acknowledged  the  doctor  had 
given  him  :  he  was  cut  to  the  skull.  His 
story  was,  that  he  had  untied  the  doctor, 
being  asked  by  him  to  do  so  ;  the  doctor 
promising  that  he  would  not  go  away  :  that 
while  he  was  employed  in  kindling  the  fire, 
the  doctor  snatched  up  the  gun,  had  come 
behind,  and  struck  him  :  that  he  then  made 
a  stroke  at  the  doctor  with  his  knife,  which 
he  laid  hold  of,  and  his  lingers  were  cut 
almost  off,  the  knife  being  drawn  through 
his  hand  :  that  he  gave  the  doctor  two 
stabs;  one  in  the  belly,  the  other  in  the 
back  :  said  the  doctor  was  a  great,  big,  tall, 
strong  man.  Being  now  adopted  in  an 
Indian  family,  and  having  some  confidence 
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tied  to  a  tree  before  a  house -door.  In  the 
mean  while  the  inhabitants  set  out  to  an- 
other town  about  two  miles  distant,  where 
I  was  to  be  burnt,  and  where  I  arrived 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

"  Here  also  was  a  council-house,  part  of 
it  covered  and  part  of  it  without  a  roof.  In 
the  part  of  it  where  no  cover  was,  but  only 
sides  built  up,  there  stood  a  post  about  six- 
teen feet  in  height,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
house  around  the  post  there  were  three  piles 
of  wood  built  about  three  feet  high  and 
four  feet  from  the  post.  Being  brought  to 
the  post,  my  arms  were  tied  behind  me, 
and  the  thong  or  cord  with  which  they  were 
bound  was  fastened  to  the  post ;  a  rope 
also  was  put  about  my  neck,  and  tied  to 
the  post  about  four  feet  above  my  head. 
During  the  time  they  were  tying  me,  piles 
of  wood  were  kindled  and  began  to  flame. 

"  Death  by  burning,  which  appeared  to 
be  now  my  fate,  I  had  resolved  to  sustain 
with  patience.  The  divine  grace  of  God 
had  made  it  less  alarming  to  me :  for,  on  my 


been  p        j  cxercUcd 
in  rnv  L  1 

i  i  bo 

avstr  known  it 

rly  this  i  instant 

wrought  upon  me  su 

fnin^,  an  assi:  ray  ]  le 

'  >in 

words  \n  y 

medit-  *  In  p<  uilt  m     I  tad 

r    nnt    th<.  r    u  n    kill    the   b« 

1  In  (  1  v.  tliift 

•n,  hv  a  coi  mind  not  to 

be  resin        •  aah 

I   <         •     d  to  •     I 

.v   k  1  1  I 

oc  inr  them  , 


139 

sign  of  approaching  rain.  Just  as  the  fire 
of  one  pile  began  to  blaze,  the  wind  rose : — 
from  the  time  they  began  to  kindle  the  fire 
and  to  tie  me  to  the  post,  until  the  wind 
began  to  blow,  was  about  fifteen  minutes. 
— The  wind  blew  a  hurricane,  and  the 
rain  followed  in  less  than  three  minutes. 
The  rain  fell  violently;  and  the  fire,  though 
it  began  to  blaze  considerably,  was  instant- 
ly extinguished.  The  rain  lasted  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour. 

"  When  it  was  over,  the  savages  stood 
amazed,  and  were  a  long  time  silent.  At 
last  one  said,    *  We  will  let  him  alone  till 

*  morning,  and  take  a  whole  day's  frolic  in 

*  burning  him.'  The  sun  at  this  time  was 
about  three  hours  high.  It  was  agreed 
upon,  and  the  rope  about  my  neck  was 
untied  ;  and,  making  me  sit  down,  they 
began  to  dance  around  me.  They  conti- 
nued dancing  in  this  manner  until  eleven 
o'clock  at  night :  in  the  mean  time,  beating, 
kicking,  and  wounding  me  with  their  toma- 
hawks and  clubs. 
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keeping  it  fast  with  my  fingers,  which  had 
still  some  life  and  strength,  I  slipped  the 
cord  from  my   left    arm  over    my  elbow 
and  my  wrist.     One  of  the  warriors  now 
got  up  and  stirred  the  fire:  I  was  appre- 
hensive that   I   should  be   examined,  and 
thought  it  was  over  wTith  me ;  but  my  hopes 
revived  when  now  he  lay  down  again.     I 
then  attempted  to  unloose  the  rope  about 
my  neck, — tried  to  gnaw  it,  but  in  vain ;  as 
it  was  as  thick  as  my  thumb,  and  as  hard 
as  iron,  being  made  of  a  buffalo  hide :   I 
wrought  with  it  a  long  time,  gave  it  out, 
and  could  see  no  relief.     At  this  time  I  saw 
day  break  and  heard  the  cock  crow :  I  made 
a   second   attempt,   almost  without   hope, 
pulling  the   rope   by   putting    my   fingers 
between  my  neck  and  it,  and  to  my  great 
surprise    it   came   easily  untied  :   it  was  a 
noose  with  two  or  three  knots  tied  over  it. 
iCI  stept  over  the  warriors  as  they  lay; 
and,  having  got  out  of  the  house,   looked 
back  to  see  if  there  was  any  disturbance : 
I  then  ran  through  the  town  into  a  corn- 
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halt  until  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when 
I  sat  down,  was  extremely  sick,  and  vomit- 
ed ;  but  when  the  moon  rose,  which  might 
have  been  about  two  hours  after,  I  went 
on,  and  travelled  until  day. 

"  During  the  night  I  had  a  path  ;  but 
in  the  morning  judged  it  prudent  to  forsake 
the  path,  and  take  a  ridge  for  the  distance 
of  fifteen  miles,  in  a  line  at  right  angles  to 
my  course ;  putting  back,  as  I  went  along, 
with  a  stick,  the  weeds  which  I  had  bended, 
lest  I  should  be  tracked  by  the  enemy.  I 
lay  the  next  night  on  the  waters  of  Musk- 
ingum: the  nettles  had  been  troublesome 
to  me  after  my  crossing  the  Sciota,  having 
nothing  to  defend  myself  but  the  piece  of  a 
rug  which  I  had  found,  and  which  while  I 
rode  I  used  under  me  by  way  of  saddle. 
The  briars  and  thorns  were  now  painful  to 
and  prevented  me  from  travelling  in  the 
night  until  the  moon  appeared:  in  the 
mean  time  I  was  hindered  from  sleeping  by 
the  musketoes;  for  even  in  the  dav  I  was 
under  the    necessity   of  travelling  with  a 
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the  Ohio,  opposite  to  that  post,  and  calling  to 
him,  and  asking  for  particular  persons  who 
had  been  on  the  expedition,  and  telling  him 
I  was  Slover,  at  length,  with  great  difficulty, 
he  was  persuaded  to  come  over,  and  bring 
me  across  in  his  canoe." 

To  shew  more  particularly  how  danger- 
ous it  is  to  live  in  the  back  settlements,  I 
shall  add  the  following  narrative  of  the  cap- 
tivity and  escape  of  Mrs.  Frances  Scott,  an 
inhabitant  of  Washington  county,  Virginia. 

"  On  Wednesday  the  2Qth  day  of  June, 
1/85,  late  in  the  evening,  a  large  company 
of  armed  men  passed  the  house,  on  their 
way  to  Kentucky,  some  part  of  whom  en- 
camped within  two  miles  *  Mr.  Scott,  liv- 
ing on  a  frontier  part,  generally  made  the. 
family  watchful;  but  on  this  calamitous 
day,  after  so  large  a  body  of  men  had  passed,.' 
shortly  after  night,  he  lay  down  in  his  bed, 
and  imprudently  left  one  of  the  doors  of 
his  house  open :  the  children  were  also  in 
bed,  and  asleep.  Mrs*.  Scott  was  nearly 
undressed,  when,  to  her  unutterable  aston-  ' 
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name  of  Ball. — The  Indians  also  attacked 
their  house  at  the  same  instant  they  en- 
tered Mr.  Scott's ;  but,  the  door  being 
shut,  the  enemy  fired  through  an  opening 
between  two  logs,  and  killed  a  young  lad, 
and  then  essayed  to  force  the  door  open ; 
but  a  surviving  brother  fired  through  the 
door,  and  the  enemy  desisted,  and  went  off": 
the  remaining  part  of  the  family  ran  out 
of  the  house  and  escaped.  In  Mr.  Scott's 
house  were  four  good  rifles  well  loaded, 
and  a  good  deal  of  clothing  and  furniture, 
part  of  which  belonged  to  people  that  had 
left  it  on  their  way  to  Kentucky.  The 
Indians  loaded  themselves  with  the  plunder, 
being  thirteen  in  number,  then  speedily 
made  off*,  and  continued  travelling  all  night: 
next  morning  their  chief  allotted  to  each 
man  his  share,  and  detached  nine  of  the  party 
to  steal  horses  from  the  inhabitants  on 
Clinch.  The  eleventh  day  after  Mrs.  Scott's 
captivity,  the  four  Indians  that  had  her  in 
charge  stopped,  at  a  place  fixed  upon  for  a 
rendezvous  and  to  hunt,  being  now  in  great 

l  2 


1** 

want  <  rhroc  went  out,  at 

g  an  old  man,    was   left   to 
take  he  prisoner,  who 

pressed  a   will; 
Indian  'own*,   which  seet  d  I 

desired  c  :  lessei  her  keeper's  \ 

gila:  .     at  the  old  m 

w  m  .  raining  .1  dui-  kin,    th<    captive  poo- 
on  I  d  am 

v  to  make  her  (  c, 

>k  t:  solution,  and  went  to  the  Indian 

jrf  asked  I  islam 

strcan  wash  tl  e  Hood  < 

h(                 ,    that  hail    rcn            1    b< 

Ital  f  the   murder  of  I 

linle  dan  id  her,  in  the   I 

alo  .  passed  1  ▼ 

him,  '\  a  contr         dire* 

vl  he  vi 

•      '     —    '     .    ;, 

n,    and    *  nil    late   in  the 

\'enin;',     v !  en     'lie    i  an  he 

\.         ,   in  sear  he  track 


149 

taken  along  ;  hoping  thereby  to  find  the 
way  back,  without  the  risk  of  being  lost, 
and  perishing  with  hunger,  in  uninhabited 
parts.  On  coming  across  the  valley  to  the 
river-side,  supposed  to  be  the  easterly 
branch  of  Kentucky  river,  she  observed  in 
the  sand,  tracks  of  two  men,  that  had  gone 
up  the  river  and  had  just  returned.  She 
concluded  these  to  have  been  her  pursuers, 
which  excited  emotions  of  gratitude  and 
thankfulness  to  Divine  Providence  for  so 
fortunate  a  deliverance.  Being  without  any 
provisions,  having  no  kind  of  weapon  or 
tool  to  assist  her  in  getting  any,  and  being 
almost  destitute  of  clothing  ;  also  knowing 
that  a  vast  tract  of  rugged  high  mountains 
intervened  between  where  she  was  and  the 
inhabitants  eastwardly,  and  the  distance  of 
the  Kentucky  settlements  unknown,  and 
she  almost  as  ignorant  as  a  child  of  the 
method  of  steering  through  the  woods  ; 
excited  painful  sensations.  But  certain 
death,  either  by  hunger  or  wild  beasts, 
seemed  preferable  rather  than  to  be  in  the 
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eluded  that  the  latter  way  was  the  best. 
She  therefore  ascended  for  some  time;  but, 
coming  to  a  range  of  inaccessible  rocks,  she 
turned  her  course  towards  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  and  the  river-side  :  after  getting 
into  a  deep  gulley,  and  passing  over  several 
high  steep  rocks,  she  reached  the  river-side; 
where,  to  her  inexpressible  affliction,  she 
found  that  a  perpendicular  rock,  or  rather 
one  that  hung  over,  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  high,  formed  the  bank.  Here  a  solemn 
pause  took  place:  she  essayed  to  return, 
but  the  height  of  the  steeps  and  rocks  she 
had  descended  over  prevented  her.  She 
then  returned  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
and  viewed  the  bottom  of  it,  as  the  certain 
spot  to  end  all  her  troubles,  or  remain  on 
the  top  to  pine  away  with  hunger,  or  be 
devoured  by  wild  beasts.  After  serious 
meditation  and  devout  exercises,  she  deter- 
mined on  leaping  from  the  height,  and 
accordingly  jumped  off.  Although  the 
place  she  had  to  alight  on  was  covered  with 
uneven  rocks,  not  a  bone  was  broken  ;  but, 
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certain,  if  she  was  far  led  out  of  the  way, 
she  would  never  see  a  human  creature  — 
During  this  soliloquy,  abeautiful  bird  passed 
close  by  her,  fluttering  along  the  ground, 
and  went  out  of  sight  up  one  of  the  valleys. 
This  drew  her  attention,  and  ^  whilst  con- 
sidering what  it  might  mean )  another  bird 
of  the  same  appearance  in  like  manner 
fluttered  past  her,  and  took  the  same  valley 
the  other  had  done.  This  determined  her 
choice  of  the  way  -y  and  in  two  days,  which 
was  on  the  1 J  th  day  of  August,  she  reach- 
ed that  settlement  on  Clinch  called  New- 
Garden  ;  whereas  (she  is  since  informed 
by  woodmen)  had  she  taken  the  other 
valley,  it  would  have  led  her  back  towards 
the  Ohio.  Mrs.  Scott  relates,  that  the 
Indians  told  her,  that  the  party  was  com- 
posed of  four  different  nations,  two  of  whom 
she  thinks  they  named  Delawares  and 
Mingoes. 

"  She  further  relates,  that  during  her  wan- 
dering, from  the  l  oth  of  July  to  the  l  l  th  of 
August,  she  had  no   other  subsistence  but 
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commit  such  cruelties  on  their  invaders,  it 
is  the  general  opinion  of  the  Americans 
that  they  are  not  a  bad  sort  of  people  : — 
just  in  their  dealings,  they  seldom  do  those 
things  without  a  cause,  and  are  seldom 
known  to  break  their  word.  When  the 
British  governed  America,  they  used  not  to 
take  the  land  without  first  treating  with  the 
Indians  and  paying  them  for  it,  as  may 
be  remarked  in  the  Life  of  General 
Washington  ;  who  was  employed  by 
the  British  to  go  up  into  the  country  to 
treat  with  the  Indians.  He  observes — 
"  They  called  the  British  their  fathers,  and 
said  they  were  ready  to  treat  with  him,  as 
the  British  never  took  their  land  without 
paying  them  for  it  :  but  the  French  did  not 
do  so  -y — they  took  their  land  from  them  and 
called  it  their  own,  and  paid  them  nothing 
for  it.,!  Now  the  Indians  think  themselves 
entitled  to  the  land  ;  saying  the  Great 
Man  (as  they  call  him — by  which  they 
mean  God)  planted  them  there,  and  gave 
them   the   lands  for   their  support.     It    is 
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and  six  pence.  At  thirty  miles  a  day,  the 
length  of  the  journey  is  twenty- three  days  ; 
which  will  give  twenty-four  shillings  and 
nine  pence  for  each  day  ;  and  I  am  of  an 
opinion,  twenty  miles  a  day  is  as  much  as  a 
team  can  go  on  these  roads.  He  must  get 
more  by  his  back  carriage  than  by  what  he 
brings  for  his  produce  of  this  land  and  the 
carrying  it  to  market  ;  or  he  has  a  bad 
trade  ;   but  I  do  not  believe  he  does. 

I  was  invited  to  dine  with  an  English 
gentleman  named  Davy,  from  Manchester. 
At  German-Town  he  had  got  a  printing 
manufactory  of  cottons.  This  gentleman 
was  a  merchant,  and  had  large  concerns  in 
Philadelphia ;  he  had  brought  his  people 
from  Manchester.  He  shewed  us  some 
goods,  I  believe  equal  to  those  of  Manches- 
ter :  but  the  weather  was  so  frosty,  that 
the  cottons  were  all  frozen  in  the  pans  ;  and 
the  people  employed  in  this  business,  I 
suppose,  would  require  the  same  pay  as  if 
they  had  been  working,  though  now  doing 
nothing. — I    spent    a    very    pleasant    day. 
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being  not  so  productive  as  the  crops  in 
England,  is  want  of  management :  but  they 
are  highly  mistaken  ;  it  is  their  soil  and 
climate — and  nothing  will  make  them  so 
productive. 

After  seeing  the  Doctor's  meadows*, 
horses,  and  cattle,  I  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia :  and  in  a  few  days  set  off  for  Balti- 
more. In  my  way  I  now  viewed  the 
grazing-farm  of  Mr.  Holmes,  which  had 
been  the  original  object  of  my  present  long 
journey ;  but  to  my  great  surprise  I  found 
not  a  green  herb  or  plant  upon  it.  This 
was  in  the  latter  end  of  March.  There  was 
some  dead  grass,  as  white  as  stubble  ;  what 
is  called  crab-grass  :  it  chiefly  springs  up  in 
the  month  of  July,  and  August,  and  will 
eat  pretty  well  when  young,  but  will  not 
make  hay.  The  roots  die  every  winter, 
and  it  grows  up  fresh  every  summer  from 
the  seed.  About  July  or  August  they  have 
another  grass,  something  like  it,  they  call 
fox-tail ;   which  is  good  for  nothing  at  any 

*  They  were  irrigated. 
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SECTION  II.. 

The  regular  Proceedings  on  the  Farm  for  seven 

Months, 


On  the  first  of  May  1799  I  entered  upon 
my  farm  at  Orange-Hill,  three  miles  from 
Baltimore.  I  will  explain  why  I  gave  so 
great  a  rent  for  this,  after  having  had  all  the 
offers  which  I  have  mentioned. 

I  thought  nothing  in  the  farming- line 
likely  to  be  profitable,  except  the  selling  of 
milk,  and  what  in  that  country  is  called 
truck, — which  is  garden  produce,  fruits, 
6cc.  ;  finding  labour  so  very  dear,  and 
scarcely  to  be  had  at  all,  except  by  the  keep- 
ing of  slaves,  which  I  did  not  like.  The 
price  of  milk  being  from  six  pence  to  eight 
pence  per  quart,  seemed  to  me  sure  of  pay- 
ing well ;  and  as  linseed-cake  was  not  in 
general  use,  and  was  to  be  bought  cheap, 
this  too  was  a  great  advantage.     I  could 
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men  in  Baltimore,  who  generally  boil  the 
milk  before  they  use  it ;  but  it  would  boil 
to  whey  and  curds  if  it  was  not  delivered 
betimes  in  the  morning.  In  winter  we 
rose  at  four  o'clock,  and  were  in  town  by 
break  of  day  ;  and  by  such  care  and  assi- 
duity, and  milking  our  cows  regularly  and 
well,  we  got  the  best  of  custom,  and  our 
milk  became  esteemed  more  than  any  other. 
— This  was  a  very  good  business,  compared 
with  any  other  thing  to  be  done  in  farming 
in  America. — During  the  whole  two  years 
I  seldom  met  with  a  man  or  woman  who 
would  lend  any  assistance  to  us  so  early  in 
the  morning;  nor  do  I  think  it  possible  to 
hire  people  to  do  what  we  did  ourselves. 

My  first  work  on  the  farm  was  to  dress 
the  meadows ;  which  were  called  line; 
though  the  greater  part  of  them  in  Eng- 
land would  not  have  been  thought  worthy 
of  being  called  meadow  at  all,  being  over- 
run with  briars  and  weeds  of  different  de- 
scription. Their  state  indeed  was  such, 
that  when  I  mowed  them,  I  sometimes  in 
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the  linseed-cakes  began  to  be  much  searched 
after  before  I  left  that  country.  I  have 
been  told  that  there  have  been  many  tons 
of  those  cakes  thrown  away  as  good  for  no 
purpose  whatever ;  and  so  little  was  their 
use  known  there,  that  when  we  had  them 
in  the  waggon  the  people  asked  if  we  ate 
them  ourselves. 

The  next  business  in  the  farm,  after 
cleaning  and  dressing  the  meadows,  was  to 
plant  Indian  corn.  This  is  usually  done 
in  the  first  week  of  May,  but  mine  was  so 
late  as  the  last  week ;  for  I  was  near  two 
months  getting  a  plough  made,  therefore  I 
hired  for  the  listing  (as  they  call  it).  I 
put-in  my  corn  in  drills,  and  harrowed  the 
seed  in  and  it  did  very  well  -,  which  so 
much  amazed  all  who  saw  me,  that  you 
would  imagine  there  was  some  charm  in 
their  old  method  of  setting  it  by  the  hoe. 
I  found  drilling  to  be  the  best  and  cleanest 
way,  and  my  corn  prospered  and  grew 
very  well ;  beyond  the  expectation  of  any 
farmers  there,  and  much  contrary  to  their 
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the  answer  "  Not  at  all"  was  returned  very 
quickly.     It  is  impossible  to  express  what  a 
man  feels  in  such  a  situation.     I  remember 
one    Englishman,    after    repeating   all   the 
things  that  could  fill  a  stranger's  mind  with 
trouble  and  horror,   said  with  a  very  heavy 
sigh    as  he  was    going  out  of  the  house, 
"  It  is  the  devil's  own  country  to  be  sure!" 
Among  other  things,  he  had  told  us  of  the 
thunder  and  lightning,  &c  ;  and  some  few 
days  after,  we  had  a  specimen  of  this,  for 
such  a  dreadful  scene  I  had  never  beheld — 
it  thundered  and  lightened,  blew  and  rained 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  swim  a  great  part  of 
our  corn  out  of  the  drills,  and  to  seem  as  if 
there  was  going  to  be  an  end  of  the  world. 
Such   behaviour  is  meant  as  friendship  by 
these  Englishmen  ;   though  it  is  very  un- 
comfortable   to    hear :    and   this   I   had  to 
suffer  every  day  of  my  life,  and  sometimes 
two  or  three  times  a  day.      Besides  all  this, 
the  lower  sort  of  Americans    (who   dislike 
an  Englishman  as  much  as  it  is  possible  for 
one    man    to   dislike  another)    continually 
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corn,  I  began  to  look  out  for  a  piece  of  land 
for  sowing  turnips,  which  appeared  to  me 
likely  to  be  very  profitable ;    for  I  was  told 
that  they  were  to  be  sold  at  one  dollar  per 
bushel,  and  though  I  did  not  myself  know 
how  many  bushels  an  acre  would  produce, 
it    was  generally  stated   in  conversation  al 
one  thousand  bushels.     I  thought  this  must 
be  a  ready  way  to  get  rich  :    but,   like  all 
other  American  calculations,   I  have  found 
it  to  be  erroneous  ;  for  the  last  year  I  had 
a  very   good  crop,   yet   it   only   produced 
three  hundred  and  sixty  bushels,  and,  the 
average  price  being  then  three  shillings  a 
bushel,    it  was  one  of  the  most  profitable 
crops    I    experienced    in  that  country.      I 
believe,  however,   it  would  nut  be  possible 
for  a  man  to  sell  the  produce  of  more  than 
three  acres  in  one  season,  and  in  one  city  or 
town  ;    but  even  this   is   a  very  handsome 
profit  (one  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds) 
for  so  small  a  spot  of  ground.     In  that  case 
he    must  have   two   men    and  two  horses 
employed  every  day  for  about  two  months 
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of  my  sons  led  the  horse  betwixt  the  rows, 
and  my  other  son  harrowed  after  us,  with  a 
small  harrow  made  for  that  purpose.      By 
this  process,  though  contrary  to  the  general 
custom  of  the  country,  we  raised  a  very  fine 
crop  of  corn.     When  the  man  had  plough- 
ed three  acres  of  the  turnip  land,  I  had  got 
harrows   made ;  therefore  we  harrowed   it 
ourselves   with   our   own    horses.      I   then 
wanted  a  roller;  which  I  was  lucky  enough 
to  borrow,  from  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Bowlev,  who  lived  within  one  mile  and  a 
half  of  us,  and  with  whom  I  had  the  honour 
of  an   acquaintance,    and    found  him  very 
neighbourly  on  every  occasion  ;    so  we  got 
our  land  in  such  fine  order  as  was  not  usual 
in  America.     We  tfren  employed  ourselves 
in  picking  up  the  refuse  stuff  by  raking  the 
land  over  with  rakes,  and  burnt  it ;  as  it  was 
not  yet  a  proper  time  to  sow  turnips  :    the 
10th  of  August  being  the  time  to  a  day,  in 
that  country  ;    for  few  men  sow  above  an 
acre,  and  many  only  a  rood,  therefore  they 
are  soon  sown. 
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among  other  things,   before ;  and  had  the 
good  luck  to  meet  with  a  man  to  mow  it, 
who  gave  me  a  promise  (of  his  own  accord) 
to  mow  the  meadow   and  bring  a  partner 
along  with  him.     His  wages  were  a  dollar 
a  day,  with  his  meat  and  a  pint  of  whisky. 
He  mowed  nearly  an  acre,   on  some  days ; 
on  the  average,   about    three   roods.     He 
having  asked  for  this  second  job  as  a  favour, 
and  that  I  would  not  engage  any  one  else, 
and  the  time  being  appointed,  6cc.  I  made 
myself  easy  as  to  getting  the  meadow  mow- 
ed; but  I  never  saw  him  again. — When  the 
time  came,  I  began  to  enquire  for  mowers. 
First  one  set  came  and  took  it  to  do,   and 
then  another ;  and  I  found  there  were  a  set 
of  people  who  had  made  it  their  business  to 
persuade  the  men  who  undertook  it,  to  dis- 
appoint me.     The  deuce  a  one  ever  came 
to  begin  to  mow  !    and  I  began  to  think 
that  I  must  mow  it  myself  or  else  lose  the 
hay, — which  was  the  only  thing  of  any  real 
value  on  the  farm.  At  last,  with  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  vexation,  I  got  it  mowed  with 
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got  a  bushel  of  plaster  for  some  otlier  part 
of  the  turnips,  and  sowed  it  on  a  square 
near  to   the   road ;   when    in    twenty-four 
hours  I  could  discern  the  crop  to  be  of  a 
much    deeper    green,    and    in    forty-eight 
hours  so  much  so  that  any  spectator  would 
have   supposed    the  land   on   which  these 
turnips   growed  to   be  of  superior  quality, 
I  then  sowed  another  bushel  of  it  on  two 
rows,   and   missed   two  rows  :    the  turnips 
growed   to   a  much  greater  size  where  the 
plaster  of  Paris  was  put,  than  in  the  rest  of 
the  field,    in  the   increased  proportion   of 
about  two  to  one  in  weight  where  the  first 
two  bushels  were  applied,   and  about  three 
to  two  where  the  last  bushel,  besides  being 
much  juicier  and  a  better  kind. 

Having  got  our  hay  stacked,  turnips 
hoed,  &c.  the  peaches  began  to  be  ripe,  and 
we  wanted  a  purchaser  for  them.  My  sons 
and  myself  set  to  work  to  pull  them,  and 
we  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  black 
fellow  (who  had  been  one  of  my  mowers^ 
to  sell  them — this   being   an  employment 
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answer  with  the  pigs,  as  they  will  not  eat 
mouldy  corn  at  all,  but  cows  like  it  better. 
Had  I  remained  in  that  country,  I  Should 
have  continued  to  cut  corn  for  cattle  in  the 
same  manner,  the  cows  preferring  soft  cOrn 
to  the  hard ;  and  there  was  besides  less  waste 
in  that  method  than  any  other.  The  ma- 
chine for  cutting  is  the  best  I  ever  saw,  and 
I  shall  endeavour  to  get  one  made  on  a 
similar  construction  here  :  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  person  to  fill  the  box,  I  could  cut 
enough  of  that  sort  of  food  in  two  hours  to 
serve  twenty-seven  head  of  horses  and  cows 
for  twenty-four  hours. 

About  this  time,  which  was  in  September, 
four  of  my  family  were  taken  with. the 
yellow  fever ;  so  that  myself  and  one  of  my 
sons,  for  about  fourteen  days,  had  all  the 
work  to  do  ;  and  to  churn,  cook  our  own 
victuals,  and  the  family  to  nurse  besides — ■ 
a  very  distressing  situation  !  The  sick  part 
of  the  family  were  light-headed,  and  I  dis- 
covered my  wife  to  have  a  great  desire  to 
come  to  England  again;  and  I  thought  that 
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eldei*  brother  perceived  which  way  sire 
went,  in  all  probability  she  would  have  lost 
her  life;  for  it  being  then  in  the  evening,  and 
the  turnip-tops  very  high,  we  should  never 
have  found  her,  which  is  often  the  case  in 
this  disorder.  By  God's  mercy,  however, 
they  all  recovered  in  about  fourteen  days ; 
but  it  reduced  my  wife  so  much  that  she 
never  got  her  strength  again  while  she  con- 
tinued in  the  country  ;  which  caused  her  to 
have  a  very  unhappy  time  of  it. 

Luckily  an  Irishman  came  to  ask  for 
work,  who  had  a  wife  ;  and  we  got  her 
into  the  house  :  and  though  the  drunkenest 
woman  I  ever  saw,  she  proved  useful  to  us. 
She  would  rise  in  the  morning  to  help  to 
milk,  and  wash  the  clothes,  and  wash  dishes 
at  times,  when  sober;  but  she  would  be  drunk 
for  a  day  or  two  together.  Before  that  time 
we  had  done  every  thing  in  ourselves  ,  and 
afterwards  tried  several  others,  but  never 
could  find  one  of  any  use  at  all,  except  this 
drunken  woman,  therefore  we  kept  her 
about  twelve  months.  The  man  soon 
brought  another  Irishman,  a  very  bad  fellow; 
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of  fourteen  days,  however,  he  informed  mc 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  receive  his 
money  from  the  customers  weekly :  for  his 
trade  increasing,  it  prevented  him  from  sell- 
ing so  much  milk  as  he  might  do ;  saying, 
once  a-week  he  could  return  round  during 
the  day  and  collect  the  money.  I  readily 
agreed  to  this  ;  but  when  we  came  to  settle 
in  fourteen  days  afterwards,  he  was  nine 
pounds  in  my  debt,  and  unable  to  give  me 
any  account  of  this  deficiency:  having  seen 
him  continually  drunk,  I  easily  guessed 
what  had  become  of  the  money ;  which, 
however,  he  honestly  worked  out. — By 
this  time  the  black  fellow  and  the  Irishman 
nearly  killed  one  of  my  horses,  which  had 
almost  frustrated  this  project  of  selling  milk; 
but  knowing  that  nothing  else  would  answer, 
I  put  my  youngest  son  to  this  employment, 
and  he  performed  it  wonderfully  well.  The 
cows  now  increased  so  much  in  their  milk, 
by  eating  cakes,  that  we  had  more  than  he 
could  easily  sell ;  therefore,  my  other  son 
joined  his  brother.  I  bought  two  sulkies,  and 
fixed  the  milk-churns  behind  ;  and  then  we 
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SECTION  III. 
The  second  Toui\  for  three  Months. 

I  had  now  the  two  Irishmen — the  one  to 
take  care  of  the  cows  and  the  other  to  chop 
wood ;  and  the  old  woman  to  help  my  two 
sons  and  daughter  to  milk,  and  my  eldest 
son  to  prepare  the  horses  and  sulkies,  &c. 

All  things,  therefore,  being  in  a  settled 
state,  I  set  off  for  Philadelphia,  where  I  had 
agreed  with  a  printer  to  print  one  thousand 
copies  of  my  Experienced  Farmer  ; 
and  as  the  first  volume  was  finished,  I 
thought  I  would  deliver  that,  and  gather 
the  money. 

In  my  way  to  Philadelphia,  I  called  on  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Doctor  Tilton,  at 
Wilmington ;  a  very  worthy  and  respect- 
able man  :  he  made  me  promise  to  stop  a 
day  with  him  in  my  return.  At  Philadel- 
phia I  was  very  pleasantly  received  by  my 
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my  friends  there.  Mr.  Smith  had  got  some 
imported  rabbits  of  the  warren  kind,  from 
England,  with  an  intention  to  make  a  war- 
ren ;  but  this  will  not  answer  in  any  part 
of  America  tMt  I  have  seen,  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons  : — First,  There  is  no  sod  to 
make  banks ;  therefore  the  fence  must  be  all 
paled  to  keep  them  in,  which  is  an  enor- 
mous expence.  Secondly,  There  being  no 
sod,  they  cannot  burrow ;  for  if  they  were 
to  scratch  holes  as  they  do  in  England,  the 
frost  in  the  winter  and  the  rain  in  summer 
would  break  down  all  the  earth  upon  them. 
As  a  proof  of  this,  even  the  fox  has  no  bur- 
row in  America:  they  get  into  hollow  trees; 
and  the  sportsmen  are  obliged  to  buy  the 
foxes  at  five  or  six  dollars  each,  to  hunt,  from 
men  who  catch  them  for  that  purpose, — as 
they  seldom  or  never  lie  in  cover  as  they  do 
in  England.  The  rabbits  will  not  answer, 
for  a  further  reason  :  there  being  very  little 
or  no  grass  for  them  in  the  summer,  and  the 
winter  is  so  severe  they  would  not  pay  for 
the  food  they  would  eat.     The  first  winter 
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that  he  knew  very  well,  and  that  when 
breakfast  was  over  we  would  have  our 
horses  and  ride  to  his  house — it  being  in  the 
way  to  the  Doctor's  farm,  which  he  pro- 
posed shewing  me.  I  thought  Wilmington 
one  of  the  prettiest  situations  I  had  seen  in 
America,  and  it  looked  like  good  land  ;  but 
when  I  came  to  view  it,  it  was  little  better 
than  the  rest  of  the  country.  After  seeing 
the  Doctor's  farm  we  called  on  Mr  John 
Mills  ;  who  is  a  Scotchman,  and  a  man  of 
good  sense  :  but  when  I  opened  my  busi- 
ness to  him,  he  said  he  was  not  the  sub- 
scriber ;  it  was  his  son  who  was  then  in  the 
West-Indies : — therefore  we  parted,  and  I 
dined  with  the  Doctor. 

Very  unexpectedly,  I  received  an  invita- 
tion to  go  to  see  Mr.  Mills ;  and  was  high- 
ly entertained  and  very  hospitably  received 
by  him  :  for,  being  travelling  in  the  stage- 
coaches, I  was  disappointed  of  a  conveyance, 
and  thus  stayed  there  two  days  and  nights. 
During  that  time  I  viewed  his  farm  ;  which 
was  reckoned  good  land,  but  I  found  it 
poorer  than  I  expected.     He  told  me  how 
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then  begun  to  sell  milk ;  but  he  being 
totally  unaccustomed  to  cows,  I  knew  that 
would  not  answer  his  end.  He  had  agreed 
with  an  Englishman  that  had  been  sent 
over  by  Mr.  Bullock,with  Punch,  the  famous 
race-horse  bought  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  of 
Lord  Egremont — (race-horsemen  are  sel- 
dom proper  to  manage  cows!) — to  do  the 
business  of  the  farm,  milk  the  cows*  and  sell 
the  milk,  &c.  on  condition  of  allowing  him 
half  of  what  the  milk  sold  for.  I  have  seen 
him  since,  and  he  told  me  this  was  not  likely 
to  answer :  the  man  had  got  in  his  debt, 
and  was  endeavouring  to  cheat  him.  Mr. 
Mills  said,  "  his  son  Jack  was  such  a 
proud  fool  that  he  would  not  go  back  to 
England;  or  else  he  was  himself  determined 
to  go  to  the  country  where  he  knew  how  to 
get  money  and  keep  it ;  but  in  America  he 
could  do  neither — for  (said  he)  how  was 
it  possible  to  get  money  when  there  was 
none  r 

Having  spent  two  days  with  Mr.  Mills, 
I  got  a  place  in  the  coach,  and  returned  to 
Orange-Hill. 
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&c.  per  acre  ;  and  I  was  told  by  an  Irish- 
man, my  neighbour,  that  if  I  sowed  more  I 
should  reap    neither   straw  nor  corn,  for 
he    had   tried    it  repeatedly.     It  therefore 
required  no  experiment  on  that  head  ;  nor 
was  I  inclined  to  make  one,  knowing  that 
poor  land  requires  little  seed  :    but  as  I  am, 
fond  of  experiments,  and  I  must  be  doing 
something  new,  I  got  five  bushels  of  bar- 
ley, and  sowed  it  with  one  bushel  per  acre 
on  five  acres  of  the  field  which  had  borne 
the  year  before  as  fine  Indian  corn  as  I  ever 
saw  in  the  country — though  I  expected  not 
to  be  paid  for  my  trouble  -,  but  I  had  never 
experienced  one  bushel  of  barley  per  acre, 
nor  had  I  the  least  thought  how  land  could 
be  regukirly  covered  to  bear  so  small  a  pro- 
duce.   The  land  appeared  in  as  fine  order  as 
could  be,  for  barley  ;   and  I  chose,   in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  field,  the  very  best  of  it. 
It  proved,  too,  a  very  fine  time  for  sowing 
the  oats  and  barley,  with  rains  proper  for  its 
coming  out  of  the  ground  ;   nor  did  I  ever 
see  barley  look  better  when  it  came  up ;  and 
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My  barley  I  thrashed  out  ;^and  on  the 
five  acres  where  no  manure  had  been  put, 
I  found  that  I  had  one  bushel  per  acre,  and 
of  a  much  worse  quality  than  the  seed  had 
been ;  so  that,  when  all  expences  were  paid, 
I  lost  about  six  dollars  per  acre:  and  the  rent 
being  alsa  about  six  dollars  per  acre,  the 
total  loss  upon  these  five  acres  would  be  sixty 
dollars,  or  twenty-two  pounds  ten  shillings 
currency.  Now  by  this  crop  it  may  be  seen, 
how,  when  the  English  farmer  strikes  large- 
ly into  farming  in  America,  he  may  lose  his 
money.  The  other  acre  of  barley,  which  had 
been  manured  with  compost,  produced four- 
teenbushels,  and  of  a  much  superior  quality; 
being  rather  better  than  what  I  sowed.  The 
land  where  the  oats  and  bad  barley  growed 
was  bv  much  the  best  field  in  the  farm,  and 
was  counted  excellent  land  in  that  country. 

The  timothy,  though  it  came  up  very 
fine,  did  not  prosper  equally  with  that  spwn 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  ;  but  whether  this 
was  the  nature  of  the  climate  oi;  of  the 
plant,  I  cannot  say.  — The  rye  we  harvest- 
er 
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three  loads  of  good  earth  to  one  load  of 
dung,)  thus  bringing  the  whole  to  a  sort  of 
rich  garden  earth,  would  always  produce 
better  crops  of  any  kind.  This  will  be  the 
case  especially  with  turnips;  which  will  thus 
pay  more  for  labour  than  any  thing  I  know 
of,  and  be  of  very  great  utility  to  the  com- 
munity at  large  ;  and  if  so,  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  be  made  generally  known. 

The  produce  of  the  potatoe  crops  was 
one  hundred  bushels  to  the  acre,  which 
sold  at  about  three  shillings  and  six  pence 
per  bushel.  They  were  good  in  quality 
for  America  -,  but  there  are  no  potatoes 
equal  in  flavour  in  that  country  to  the  Eng- 
lish, nor  so  mealy  :  and  though  some  pota- 
toes are  sold  there  at  seven  shillings  and  six 
pence  per  bushel,  I  do  not  think  a  crop 
of  potatoes  in  any  market  I  saw  in  America 
will  average  more  than  three  shillingsand 
six  pence  per  bushel,  nor  even  so  much 
in  Philadelphia  or  New-York.  I  heard  a 
Scotchman,  who  was  selling  potatoes  in 
Philadelphia  market,  say,  that  they  did  not 
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SECTION  V. 

77* t?  third  Tour  to  view  the  TVheat  Crops  and 
other  Things,  in  June  and  July,  in  some  well* 
cultivated  Parts  of  America.  Containing 
several  Remarks  on  Fruit ;  on  the  Manage- 
ment of  Soil ;  on  reaping  and  harvesting  of 
Wheat  by  the  Cradle  and  Sickle,   fyc. 

Having  got  the  eorn  planted,  the  potatoes 
set,  &c.  I  took  a  tour  of  about  three  hundred 
miles  into  what  is  termed  the  Eastern  shore, 
which  lies  by  the  bay  side,  called  the  penin- 
sula of  Chesapeak,  to  view  the  crops  of 
wheat ;  as  that  is  a  great  wheat  country. 
I  had  been  told  this  is  the  best  farming 
country  in  America  :  and  I  think  it  the  best 
large  tract  of  land  I  ever  saw  there ;  it 
being  not  so  broken,  or  gullied,  as  all  other 
parts  are,  though  not  quite  free  from  that 
condition. 

I  went  by  way  of  Anapolis  :  where  I  saw 
some  very  beautiful  Indian  corn,  intended 
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blades  of  the  Indian  corn  being  the  chief 
[  support  of  their  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  &c. 
during  the  winter,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
wheat-straw. — Indeed  Indian  corn  is  the 
great  dependence  of  every  part  of  America, 
for  both  man  and  beast.  It  is  a  wonderful 
plant ;  and  the  produce  of  four  hills  (which  is 
four  thousand  eight  hundred  corns,  and  yet 
not  two  quarts)  will  plant  an  acre  the  next 
season.  It  is  the  most  beautiful  crop  when 
properly  managed,  that  I  ever  saw  ;  and 
will  grow  to  a  greater  burthen  on  the  poor- 
est land,  I  am  of  opinion,  than  any  other 
plant  in  the  world.  They  talk  of  growing 
one  hundred  bushels  per  acre  on  the  back- 
wood  lands  ;  but  that  I  do  not  believe,  and 
it  may  easily  be  known.  I  shall  give  a  de- 
scription of  it  in  some  part  of  this  work,  and 
state  the  greatest  produce  that  can  be  raised. 
Having  satisfied  my  curiosity  at  the  West 
River,  I  set  off  to  the  Eastern  shore  -,  where 
I  met  with  a  most  agreeable  reception  from 
Mr.  John  Singleton  (an  Englishman),  a 
very    well-informed   man,    and    who    has 
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expect  more  than  one  bushel  per  acre. 
From  one  of  the  others  he  expected  about 
five  bushels  per  acre.  The  third  was  chiefly 
rye  :  he  said  the  soil  was  poor,  and  it  would 
not  bring  wheat. 

I  here  had  a  very  good  opportunity  to 
see  the  Hessian  fly,  there  being  at  that  time 
hundreds  of  acres  infected  with  that  insect. 
This  fly  is  said  to  destroy  all  the  wheat  in 
several  parts  of  America  ;  but  I  believe  the 
poverty  of  the  soil  and  the  nature  of  the 
climate  to  be  the  greatest  misfortunes.  A 
great  deal  is  said  about  the  Americans  not 
manuring  their  land.  To  be  sure  that  is  a 
cause  of  its  poverty ;  but  it  is  one  which 
cannot  be  remedied.  I  suppose  there  is 
land  in  that  country  that  has  been  sown 
with  wheat  every  fourth  year  since  it  was 
cleared  from  timber,  and  never  had  any 
dung  put  upon  it.  There  are  no  dunghills 
lying  wasting,  as  in  many  parts  of  Eng- 
land ;  consequently  the  farmer  must  not 
bear  the  blame  :  the  dung  must  have  been 
applied  to  some  part  of  the  farm,  and  I  ap- 
prehend the  gardens  to  have  had  a  greater 
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for  a  good  reason  \  the  crops  are  so  light, 
both  of  straw  and  grain,  that  they  have 
not  much  to  waste. 

The  manner  of  reaping  is  cradling  by 
the  scythe :  and  I  have  heard  a  great  deal 
said  of  the  dexterity  of  that  process  ;  and 
the  accounts  are  really  astonishing.  But 
the  cause  is  that  the  crops  are  so  thin  and 
short,  that  many  could  not  be  reaped  at  all 
by  any  other  means,  except  at  more  ex- 
pence  than  they  are  worth.  But  where 
there  is  any  thing  like  our  crops  in  England, 
they  cannot  cradle  at  all,  but  are  compelled 
to  reap  in  the  same  manner  as  we  do. 
There  are  always  reapers  as  well  as  cradlers 
at  the  same  time  :  and  where  there  is  any 
a  little  stronger  wheat,  it  is  cut  with  the 
sickle  ;  and  some  whole  fields  are  thus 
reaped  :  and  the  men  are  in  general  as  good 
reapers  as  in  most  parts  of  England,  and 
mowers  too.  It  is  said  that  a  man  will 
cradle  five  acres  per  day  (I  believe  three 
acres  are  reckoned  a  day's  work  for  a  man): 
but  the  cause  is  not  the  dexterity  of  the 
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up  and  used  in  the  fold  for  manure,  which 
is  not  generally  done,  but  left  in  the  field  ; 
which  may  be  one  cause  of  the  Hessian  fly: 
therefore,  supposing  the  wheat  crop  to 
make  twenty  loads  of  dung,  (which  is  more 
than  any  man's  one  hundred  acres  of  wheat 
would  do  in  the  whole  country,)  and  the 
hundred  acres  of  Indian  corn  to  yield  one 
hundred  loads,  that  is  only  one  hundred 
and  twenty  loads  of  dung  from  the  most 
correct  process  in  each  year :  and  I  am  of 
an  opinion  that  many  of  them  use  fifty  loads 
regularly  in  the  garden ;  nor  would  the 
garden  be  worth  any  thing  without  such 
manuring ;  therefore  there  remain  only 
seventy  loads.  Then  they  generally  raise 
a  few  turnips,  and  some  pumpkins,  for 
which  we  may  allow  forty  of  those  seventy 
loads  :  and  there  are  but  thirty  loads  of 
dung  left  to  be  applied  to  the  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  per  year.  To  allow  ten  loads 
to  the  acre,  as  we  do  in  England  all  over 
the  soil,  the  proportion  of  land  manured 
would  be  three  acres  per  year  ;  so  that  it 
would  be  more  than   one   hundred   and 
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field   manured  by  that  process — only  here 
and  there  a  bunch,  which  is  very  generally 
to  be  seen  in  the  wheat  crop  in  a  very  good 
farmer's  field.     Nor  did  I  see  any  fault  in 
the  farming  or  the  people  :  on  the  contrary, 
they    are  industrious    and   very  attentive, 
indeed  more  so  than  in  many  other  parts 
of  the    world   where   I  have  been.     The 
fault  is  in  the  land,  not  in  the  people  :  and 
any  man,  who  goes  there  to  farm,  will  find 
that  to  be  the  case,  and  to  his  sorrow.     I 
look  upon  the  farmer  in  America  to  be  like 
a  man  placed  in  a  deep  cistern,  with  water 
flowing  in  upon  him,  and  a  pump  to  work 
it  out :   he  must  either  pump  or  be  drown- 
ed :   and  they  must  either  work  or  famish. 
It  is  observed  by  the  Americans,  that,  if  a 
man    gets    a   plantation  and   six    working 
negroes,  he   may  maintain  himself  and  a 
family  :   but,  to   say  nothing  of  the  disa- 
greeableness  of  the  climate,   he  cannot  live 
comfortably  from  such  means  :    for  it  does 
not  appear  to  me,  that,  on  such  soil,  a  man 
can  raise  more  than  will  maintain  himself, 
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crop,  by  being  so  late  with  it ;  for  it  did 
not  appear  that  there  had  been  a  space  of 
more  than  six  days  from  the  breaking  up  of 
the  frost  to  the  time  when  I  was  with  him. 
But  I  found  that  to  be  the  case  :  for  the 
hot  weather  comes  on  so  quickly,  that,  if 
the  spring  grain  do  not  get  fairly  out  before 
the  heat  sets  in,  it  will  come  to  no  good ; 
and,  at  the  best,  the  produce  will  be  small ; 
so  that  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in  America 
is  much  more  expensive  than  in  England  : 
and  a  man  must  have  great  force  to  do  the 
business  in  so  short  a  time.  The  case  is  the 
same  with  the  harvest :  for,  when  the  grain 
begins  to  ripen,  the  sun  is  so  intensely  hot 
and  the  winds  so  much  higher  than  gene- 
rally in  England,  that,  if  it  was  not  expe- 
ditiously harvested,  they  would  shake  it  all 
out  :  and  if  a  farmer  has  not  people  under 
his  own  immediate  command  to  reap  his 
harvest,  he  would  be  liable  to  lose  some 
part  of  the  crop  ;  it  not  being  possible  to 
find  men  whom  he  can  hire  to  do  it.  This 
is  one   cause   why  the  American  flour  is 
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methqd  of  securing  wheat  in  the  field  that  I 
ever  saw,  and  causes  the  wheat  to  be  hea- 
vier, and  the  flour  fairer.     Many  of  them 
rake  their  stubbles  with  a  horse-rake  -y  which, 
is  a  very  good  way  in  those  thin  shaffled 
crops.     Indeed  I  see  no  great  error  in  any 
of  their  proceedings :  and  were  the  lands 
in  England  managed  by  the  plough,  every 
part  that  is   capable  of  bearing   crops,  as 
nearly  to  the  greatest  advantage  as   in  the 
inhabited  parts   of  America,    there  would 
probably  be  more  than  ten  times  as  much 
grain  brought  to  market  as  there  is  at  pre- 
sent.   It  is  easy  to  perceive  why  the  Ameri- 
can farmers  do  not  vie  with  the  farmers  in 
England,  in  their  crops  on  the  fine  lands  so 
called  in  America  :    there  are  proofs  of  that 
every  day  ;  there  have  been  English  farmers 
enough  gone  over  to  try  the  experiment, 
and  Scotch  also.     In  all  this  ride,  I  did  not 
see  any  grass-field  of  any  value.     There  are 
on  this  land,  which  lies  to  rest  for  two  years, 
some  few  weeds,  and  in  the  moist  parts 
something  they  call  grass ;  but  it  is  of  the 

P  2 


.uuiv  l«  and  v  >ugh  like**'- 

it  grows  about  two  or  tl.  ong  (t: 

ngcst  in  lunncr,  w         iio 

>d  like  a  Mr  .    rom 

i  six  s  asunder         :id  c :  ry 

poor  tutu*  prows  lOQf 

:  his  for  mc  Hut 

it    would    a  h  a    r       gar  to   s        lie 

uii  in  the*  ea 

look  beautiful 
nth  nblosv 

t  ii  on  tb  But  th  U 

\\Oy  lie 

applii  no  1  rpo* 

On  in  t  (J  three 

ni  Ball  ,   the  ! 

th      .1  sold  all  n  to  iwi 

peck  a 

cart  a i         liors^ 

b^il,   knowing    I   had   t  nly    Midi 
!>it  j      ;     *  tbc  tl 

I 

cd  t( 


213 

every  one  that  they  had  got  a  great  bargain, 
and  many  others  wished  they  had  had  it. 
They  picked  about  one-half  of  them,  and 
carried  them  to  Baltimore :  but,  alas  !  they 
gave  up  the  business,  saying  they  could  not 
make  wages,  although  they  at  first  had  said 
that  they  would  certainly  take  every  peach, 
intending,  if  the  market  should  not  suit,  to 
carry  them  to  the  stills,  &c.  I  was  in  hopes 
all  this  exertion  would  make  this  bargain 
successful,  as  four  pence  per  peck  would 
pay  much  better  than  to  give  them  to  hogs, 
as  I  have  no  knowledge  of  what  number  a 
hog  will  eat.  Seeing  this  scheme  frustrat- 
ed, and  thinking  it  a  sin  and  a  shame  to 
see  such  a  number  of  fine  peaches  rot  on 
the  ground,  I  mounted  my  horse,  and  rode 
to  the  stills,  as  there  were  many  small  ones 
within  three  or  four  miles  of  mc  in  the 
country.  They  have  been  erected  for  this 
use ;  but  many  of  them  are  never  used 
after  the  first  year;  and  I  am  of  an  opinion 
that  they  probably  will  not  pay  expences. 
The    men   at  the  stills  were  civil  enough  : 
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and,  in  the  winter,  rooted  up  all  those  fine 
peach-trees,  and  planted  the  ground  with 
Indian  corn,  having  previously  manured  the 
land  with  dung  from  Baltimore  for  the  pur- 
pose of  an  orchard.  Now  this  gentleman 
had  some  hundreds  of  acres  of  woodlands 
unimproved  in  this  plantation;  therefore, 
the  cause  could  not  be  for  want  of  land. 

My  fine  turnips,  Indian  corn,  potatoes, 
&c.  were  in  the  field  by  the  orchard  with- 
out any  fence.  Indeed  hogs  are  not  allow- 
ed to  run  at  large  within  five  miles  of  Balti- 
more, by  an  act  of  assembly  ;  and  mine 
were  too  valuable  to  risk  such  a  misfortune ; 
and  especially  as  I  was  a  great  hog-shooter 
myself,  it  would  have  been  fine  diversion 
for  any  of  my  neighbours  to  have  shot  one 
of  my  fifty-dollar  pigs.  Seeing  that  these 
plans  would  not  succeed,  all  that  remained 
was  to  fatten  my  own  hogs  with  them.  I 
had  but  seven  hogs  ;  and  they  would  have 
employed  a  man  with  horse  and  cart  half 
a  day  to  feed  them  ;  for,  after  a  short  time, 
they  will  only   eat  the   best  peaches,    and 
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he  does  not  increase  in  riches,  while  neither 
himself  nor  his  family  enjoys  any  comfort. 
He  at  last  finds  out  that  the  Americans  are 
not  a  set  of  fools  as  he  once  thought :  and, 
as  he  must  have  a  name  for  them,  per- 
haps he  calls  them  rogues  ;  which,  if  Lord 
Chesterfield  was  right  in  his  observation, 
pleases  a  man  the  best  of  the  two. 

When  I  took  this  farm,  I  had  not  a  doubt, 
that,  by  some  extraordinary  exertion,  I 
should  be  able  to  make  something  hand- 
some from  peaches,  and  so  near  Baltimore, 
Before  I  took  the  farm,  when  I  enquired 
how  peaches  sold  in  the  market,  perhaps 
they  would  tell  me  eleven  pence  apiece, 
and  eleven  pence  a  peck  on  the  same  day. 
That  used  to  stagger  me  very  much  :  but 
it  is  so  :  and  the  man  who  offers  you  a  fine 
Newington  peach  for  eleven  pence  or  a  five- 
penny  bit,  sells  but  few  each  day ;  and 
lives,  although  very  poorly,  at  a  very  great 
expence  :  consequently  his  profit  must  be 
great  on  each  article.  The  man  who  sells 
the  peaches  at  eleven  pence  each,  will  not 
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I  sold  them,  I  made  profit  each  day  on  thirty 
pecks  of  peaches  two  shillings  and  nine 
pence :  the  reader  may  plainly  see  that 
there  could  not  be  any  thing  done  better. 
This  shews  in  this  part  of  the  work  where 
I  am  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  one  hundred 
miles  and  upwards  from  market,  that  the 
reader  will  be  convinced  the  cherries  and 
peaches  pay  the  best  for  hogs.  Now  we 
will  come  to  the  apples  for  the  winter;  as  to 
the  summer  fruit,  pears,  plums,  &c.  they 
raise  all  those  things  here  ;  but  pear  or 
plum  trees  will  not  produce  fruit  at  all  in 
many  parts  of  America,  nor  are  they  worthy 
of  bearing  the  name  here,  and  are  only  fit 
for  hogs,  as  they  have  no  flavour  cf  the  fruit 
in  England,  although  of  the  same  kind: 
raspberries  are  very  inferior,  but  currants 
equally  good  as  in  England  :  as  to  ripe 
gooseberries,  nectarines,  or  apricots,  there 
can  be  no  such  thing,  for  they  all  dwindle 
away  before  they  grow  ripe.  Now  the 
winter  apples  sell  very  well.  I  have  sold 
two   bushels   and   a  half  of  apples   after 
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become  mouldy  before  they  are  ripe;  which: 
causes  them  to  rot  much. 

As  grass  does  not  grow  by  nature  as  in 
England,  if  it  were  not  for  fruit,  and  the 
nuts,  roots*  &c.  in  the  woods,  the  hogs 
raised  must  be  kept  on  corn  the  whole  of 
the  year  ;  and  bacon  is  one  of  the  princi- 
pal necessaries  of  life  in  these  parts  as  to 
flesh  meat  :  for,  during  the  summer,  fresh 
meat  is  of  little  value,  because  if  it  be  not 
cooked  as  soon  as  killed,  it  grows  putrid 
and  stinks  -,  and,  at  best,  when  dressed  in 
that  hot  state,  it  is  very  inferior  to  the 
shambles  meat  in  England,  that  has  time 
to  cool  and  set  before  it  is  dressed.  The 
greater  number  of  people  in  America  live 
on  salt  fish  and  smoked  bacon :  and  the 
reason  why  they  smoke  their  bacon  and  fish, 
is,  that  there  are  many  sorts  of  reptiles 
that  would  absolutely  destroy  it,  were  it 
not  for  the  smoke,  particularly  what  is 
called  the  skippers,  or  salt-worm,  which  is 
one   great  reason  why  cheese  can   never 
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turnips,  cucumbers,  chickens,  ducks,  geese, 
turkeys,  wheat-flour,  Indian-flour,  buck- 
wheat-flour, rye -flour,  chopped  straw, 
&c. 

As  the  keeping  of  horses  is  much  more 
expensive    (as  I  have  observed  before)  in 
these    climates   than    in    England,    having 
little  or  no  grass  to  grow  by  nature,   they 
are    to    feed    on   corn  the  whole  year   or 
nearly,  or  be  unfit  for  use ;  and  some  days 
are  so  hot  that  the  horse  cannot  work,  but 
is  compelled  to  stand  to  rest  to  get  breath; 
and  in  the  summer  they  are   so   pestered 
with    flies,    as  none  but  those   who   have 
seen  the  country  can  believe.     It  is  com- 
mon for  gentlemen,  as  in  England,  to  give 
their  horses  a  run  in  summer  to  soil  them, 
to  cure  their  feet  and  limbs,  &c.  :    but  if  a 
horse  be  fat  when  he  goes  to  grass,  he  is 
sure  to  come  up  poor.     There  is  one  fly, 
which,  after  it  has  remained  on  the  horse  a 
little  time,  has,  I  think,  near  a  tea- spoonful 
of  blood   in   it,   when   you  kill  it ;   and  it 
makes  such  an  incision  into  the  outer  skin, 
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which  is  nearly  a  waste  :  there  is  an  in- 
spector to  examine  the  flour:  then  there  is 
frequently  another  commission  to  buy  the 
flour  to  ship  it  :  then  there  is  the  ship's 
freight  to  pay,  and  another  commission, 
warehouse-room  in  England,  &c.  All  these 
certainly  are  great  disadvantages :  they 
shackle  the  commercial  interests  of  those 
parts  called  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  lessen 
the  profits  of  the  land's  produce. 

To  return  to  my  pursuits  of  the  tour. — 
Mr.  Singleton  introduced  me  to  a  great 
number  of  very  respectable  men,  and  men 
of  business.  The  chief  of  them  are  their 
own  overseers ;  which  is  not  usually  the 
case  in  America ;  for  most  of  them,  as 
planters  or  farmers,  keep  a  white  man 
to  whip  the  blacks.  Among  the  rest  of 
these  farmers,  I  was  introduced  to  a  Mr. 
Samuel  Chamberlaine,  who  shewed  the  best 
crop  of  wheat  I  saw.  The  land  where  this 
grew  was  where  there  had  been  an  Indian 
town  ;  for,  seeing  the  crop  superior  to  any 
other,  I  particularly  enquired  what  the  land 
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Esq.  at  Why-House,  a  man  of  very  exten- 
sive possessions — I  have  heard  say,  thirteen 
plantations,  of  one  thousand  acres  each.  His 
house  and  gardens  are  what  may  be  termed 
elegant :  and  the  land  appeared  the  best  I 
ever  saw  in  any  one  spot  in  America.  He 
had  a  deer-park,  which  is  a  very  rare  thing 
there  :  I  saw  but  two  in  the  country ; 
this,  and  another  belonging  to  Colonel 
Mercer.  These  parks  are  but  small — not 
above  fifty  acres  each.  I  could  scarcely  tell 
what  the  deer  lived  on.  There  were  only 
some  of  those  small  rushes  growing  in  this 
park  which  bear  the  name  of  grass,  and 
leaves  of  trees. 

Mr.  Singleton  and  Mr.  Loyd  had  each  a 
field  of  clover,  and  all  the  clover  I  saw  in 
my  ride.  If  clover  were  as  productive  as 
some  authors  tell  us,  there  would  be  more 
of  it  grown:  but,  like  mine,  it  will  not  pay 
for  mowing.  Mr.  Loyd  had  a  small  field 
of  timothy, — I  suppose  intended  for  his 
Saddle  and  carriage  horses, — and  the  only 
one  I  saw  in  all  my  ride,    of  any  intended 
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Having  spent  some  very  agreeable  days 

with  him,    he  introduced   me    to  Colonel 

Niclos,  a  very  pleasant  and  genteel  man. 

He    was    remarkable    for    fine    fruits :    he 

gave  me  some  of  the  best  cyder,  of  his  own 

making,    I  ever  drank — very  little  inferior 

to  Champagne  ;   it  was  delightful.     From 

his   cyder   I  discovered    the    possibility  of 

making  a  very  great  improvement  in  that 

beverage  :   the  cyder  in  America  is  chiefly 

made  of  decayed  apples. 

After  spending  a  day   with  him,   I   was 
introduced  to  a  Mr.  Tilford,   an  English- 
man ;    whose  lady   and  himself  repeated  a 
number    of  grievances    to    me    respecting 
America.     He  had  a  farm  in  good  order, 
and  a  great  deal  of  wheat  and  Indian  corn, 
very  little  inferior  to  Mr.  Loyd's  ;    but   he 
confessed    the    farming   to   be   a  very  bad 
business.     I  then  returned  to   Mr.  Single- 
ton's,   where    I    remained    a   day   or  two 
before  my  arrival  at  Orange-Hill. 
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best  or  the  worst  land  :    though  I  had  tried 
the  plaster,    in  the   spring,   on   rye,  oats, 
barley,    peas,    Indian  corn,    early  potatoes, 
and  winter  potatoes;  from  thirty- two,  six- 
teen, eight,  four,  to  two  bushels  per  acre ; 
and  I  could  discern  no   sort  of  difference 
betwixt  the  spots  where  I  used  no  plaster, 
and  those  where  the  several  quantities  were 
put.      But  on  the  turnips  it  was  wonderful ; 
so   much   as   to   attract   the   eye   of  every 
beholder.     Judge  Peters's   brother    was    a 
brewer,  at  Baltimore,  has  a  small  farm,  and 
is  a  great  gardener  ;  and  he  had  made  use  of 
plaster  in  different  ways,   and  endeavoured 
to  prove  plaster  was  of  no  use  to  any  crop 
in  that  part  of  the  country  :    I  fetched  him 
to  see  the  effects  of  plaster  on  the  turnips, 
which  convinced  him  of  his  error. 

After  I  had  found  it  so  useful  on  the 
turnips,  I  procured  as  much  as  covered  the 
whole  of  the  patch,  or  piece  ;  and,  in  about 
seven  days,  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish 
where  I  had  applied  the  plaster  on  the  first 
part :   but  I  could  discern  that  the  turnips 
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thing  given  to  the  cows  when  they  are  fed 
on  turnips. 

Daring  this  summer,  I  raised  some  gar- 
den peas  in  the  fields,  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed in  my  former  work,  by  the  plough 
and  harrows.  I  intended  to  have  sown 
three  acres  of  garden  peas  :  but  I  cculd  get 
only  three  quarts  of  seed;  which  I  sowed 
after  the  rate  of  three  bushels  to  the  acre : 
and  we  got,  when  green,  to  eat  twenty-one 
times  for  seven  in  family,  and  had  two  pecks 
of  seed  peas,  all  from  those  three  quarts. 
They  were  not  rodded  ;  but,  the  year 
before,  I  set  three  quarts  in  the  garden,  and 
managed  them  in  the  gardeners'  style,  and 
only  got  five  times  for  seven  people,  and  one 
quart  of  seed  peas  from  them  :  and  it  has 
strengthened  my  opinion,  that  peas  thrive 
better  not  rodded,  where  they  can  get  air, 
and  they  will  produce  more,  and  especially 
in  hot  dry  soils.  The  year  before,  there  was 
compost  applied  in  the  rows,  equally  as 
much  if  not  more.  There  wTas  plaster  of 
Paris  applied  both  years;  but   I  found   no 
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blade  and  top  the  corn,  which  was  an  indif- 
ferent crop,  and  set  more  for  the  support  of 
the  cows  than  any  other  use  :    it  was  not 
managed  properly  on  account  of  my  inten- 
tion to  leave    the   country,  and  finding  it 
would  not  pay  for  good  management.     We 
began  this  work;  and  I  should  have  been  very 
hard  set  to  get  it  harvested  at  all,  the  turnips 
sold,  or  the  potatoes  got  out  of  the  ground, 
&c.  although    I  had  then  four  men  and  a 
boy  on  the  farm  :  but  this  is  the  time  of  the 
intermittent  fever  coming  on,— which  is  so 
frequent,  that,   on   a  fair  calculation,  you 
must  not  reckon  on  more  than  one-half  of 
your  people  to  be  able  to  work  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  at  one  time.     But  it  happened 
that  those  were  five  Englishmen  landed  at 
Baltimore,  and  the  yellow  fever  raged  so  in 
that  city  that  they  could  not  get  any  work 
there,  nor  did  they  choose  it :   otherwise  I 
must  have  lost  some  part  of  the  crops  raised, 
if  I  had  not  met  with  them  :  for  it  was  with 
some  difficulty  that  I  got  all  in  before  the 
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SECTION  VII. 

Another  Tow,  and  some  Instructions  given  in 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia. 

The  crops  being  put  in,  the  potatoes  got 
up,  and  all  prepared  for  the  winter,  I  was 
engaged  with  a  new  brewery  at  Baltimore. 
I  had  that  to  attend  to,  to  teach  them  the 
business.  By  this  I  learned  to  know  the 
weight  of  the  American  barley,  in  Vir- 
ginia especially,  which  weighed  about  forty 
pounds  per  bushel,  forty-five  pounds  the 
highest,  with  such  quantities  of  garlic 
in  it  as  astonished  me  much.  In  steeping 
two  hundred  bushels,  there  was  as  much 
as  fifteen  bushels  of  garlic,  which  the  land 
produces  all  over  America.  This  barley 
came  out  of  Virginia,  as  there  is  very  little 
raised  near  Baltimore,  or  wheat  either,  and 
very  little  barley  on  the  Eastern  Shore. 
There  was  a  very  great  quantity  of  garlic  on 
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with  me,- — is  in  the  proportion  of  thirty 
of  the  former  to  eighty  of  the  latter ;  and 
the  profit  arising  about  the  same  as  when 
English  barley  sells  from  thirty  shillings  to 
thirty- five  shillings  per  quarter,  and  porter 
is  sold  at  thirty  shillings  per  barrel ;  or  the 
American  barleys  at  forty-eight  to  fifty-six 
shillings  per  quarter,  and  the  barrel  of  ale 
(thirty  gallons)  sold  at  seven  dollars.  The 
greatest  inconvenience  arising  in  this  busi- 
ness is  not  having  barley  to  be  bought  in 
many  parts,  even  to  make  it  worth  atten- 
tion ;  and  the  consumption  of  ale  and  beer 
being  the  same,  malt  liquor  not  being  the 
customary  liquor  of  the  lower  class  of  peo- 
ple, but  spirits  of  different  kinds,  grains  are 
very  good  to  sell. 

To  shew  the  price  of  beer,   I  will  here 
insert  my  brewer's  bill. 
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The  reader  will  observe  that  the  first  three 
articles  are  table-beer  :    the   charge  is  fif- 
teen shillings  for  twenty  gallons  of  small- 
beer,  at  nine  pence  per  gallon. — Then,  to 
shew    either  the  irregularity  of  these  men, 
or  their  desire  to  grow  rich,  I  had  paid  the 
amount  of  another  bill,  and  taken  a  receipt, 
to  the  date  of  April  the  Qth  ;  afterwards  all 
was  brought  over  again ;  and  two  partners, 
and  two  clerks  in  the  office,  were  ready  to 
swear  to  the  account.      Being  in   habits  of 
great  friendship  wiih  one  of  the  brewers,  I 
let  this  business  lie  open  for  some  time,  by 
paying    ready    money    for    what    I    took. 
When    I  called,  as  they  supposed    to  pay 
the  whole   of  the  bill,    having    all   parties 
present,  I  tendered  the  former  receipt  for 
twelve  dollars    fifty  cents    as    cash,    which 
made  some  small  alteration  in  their  coun- 
tenances,  as  they  imagined  that  I  had  lost 
my  account. — These  sort  of  friendly  mat- 
ters frequently  happen  in  America. 

A  miller  is  said  to  have  a  good  business : 
but   then  two   millers  will  not  say  so. — • 
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self  and  a  wife,  fixed  to  come  into  Ameri- 
ca, to  purchase  some  of  those  cheap  and 
fertile  lands.  They  had  been  encouraged  to 
this  by  a  letter  from  a  brother-in-law,  who 
lived  at  Norfolk,  telling  them  how  well  they 
might  do  in  America.  Accordingly,  they 
raised  a  property  of  about  seventeen  hundred 
pounds  between  them,  went  to  London, 
there  agreed  for  their  passage  in  a  ship  bound 
to  Norfolk,  and  paid  two  hundred  guineas. 
Just  before  they  were  ready  to  sail,  they 
received  a  letter,  informing  them  that  their 
father  was  dead, — perhaps  broken-hearted : 
— and  the  mill  he  enjoyed  was  his  own, 
which  would  then  descend  to  them.  But, 
in  preference  to  returning  to  that  situation, 
having  paid  their  passage,  &c.  and  such 
fine  things  being  held  out  by  the  brother- 
in-law,  they  set  off*  to  America,  and  landed 
at  Norfolk.  When  they  got  there,  they 
found  no  land  that  they  liked,  nor  had  this 
friend  at  Norfolk  any  situation  for  them. 
He  had  got  hold  of  the  property  :  the  chief 
part  of  it  was  in  goods  ;  he  was  to  sell  them, 
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man  offered  to  work  for  his  meat,  to  avoid 
expences.  From  this  pitiful  tale,  Mr.  Stump 
told  him  he  might  go  to  the  mill :  he  would 
give  him  a  line  to  the  foreman  at  the  mill, 
to  take  him  in :  Mr.  Stump  told  him  his  men 
lived  on  plain  food,  but  wholesome,  which 
was  salt  fish,  smoked  beef "and  smoked  bacon, 
tea  or  coffee,  with  water  for  their  drink,  and 
he  was  to  work  as  a  labourer  for  little  or  no 
wages.  In  all  probability,  this  half-brother 
of  theirs  was  in  such  embarrassed  circum- 
stancesthatthey  would  never  get  their  money 
again;  which  is  frequently  the  case  when 
any  one  in  that  country  writes  to  his  friends 
in  England  to  come  to  them.  Now,  to  enu- 
merate the  misfortunes  of  this  family: — The 
father  is  dead,  and  his  affairs  neglected  ;  the 
elder  brother  mad  ;  a  poor  woman,  his 
wife,  with  two  children,  at  very  high  ex* 
pences,  without  any  friend  near  her,  to 
give  her  either  assistance  or  comfort  ;  this 
young  man,  thirty  miles  from  his  pregnant 
wife,  without  any  home,  himself  working 
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himself;  who,  when  alone,  is  as  reasonable, 
pleasant,  good  young  man  as  any  I  know, 
and  will  talk  as  reasonably,  but  cannot  bear 
company  :  and,  by  his  industry  as  a  super- 
cargo to  the  West-Indies,  it  is  said  that  he 
had  gained  something  handsome.  Never- 
theless, from  one  distress  or  other,  he  is 
incapable  of  settling  his  affairs  ;  and  there- 
fore, in  all  probability,  must  remain  in 
America  in  as  unpleasant  a  state  as  a  man 
can  be  in.  No  man  in  the  world  could 
dislike  any  thing  worse  than  he  does  Ame- 
rica. The  young  man  threatens  them, 
when  in  his  insanity,  to  let  Mr.  Pitt  know 
of  all  their  tricks ;  and  says  all  the  fevers 
are  a  calamity  the  Almighty  afflicts  them 
with  for  their  wickedness. 

The  tanner's  business  is  said  to  be  a  good 
one  :  but,  from  some  cause,  they  make  very 
bad  leather ;  and  as  a  proof,  there  is  an  Irish- 
man at  Baltimore  who  imports  his  leather 
from  England  ;  and  by  so  doing,  he  has 
gained  what  is  termed  a  fortune.  He 
keeps  his  carriage  and  country-house.    This 
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SECTION  VIII. 

The  several  Kind*  of  Horses  in  general  Use;  some 
Remarks  on  Stage  Coaches,  and  Anecdotes 
that  occurred  to  the  Author  in  travelling,  de- 
scribing the  Coaches,  and  the  Customs  at 
Taverns,  &c.  and  the  Politics  of  the  Ame- 
ricans in  general. 

The  horses  that  are  generally  used  in 
America,  are  about  fourteen  hands,  and 
from  that  to  fifteen  hands  high,  and  up- 
wards. In  colour  they  vary  much,  as  the 
English  horses  of  the  road  kind.  The 
chief  part  of  them  amble  and  canter,  are 
very  easy  to  ride,  and  hardy  ;  and  are  able, 
either  from  use  or  nature,  to  bear  the  worst 
of  treatment.  They  have  no  sort  of  horses 
equal  to  the  best  in  England.  They  are 
very  fond  of  race-horses,  and  breed  a  great 
many.  In  running  races,  they  ride, 
sailor-like,  generally  as  quick  as  the  horse 
can  go.  All  that  I  saw  were,  in  general* 
smaller  than  the  racers  in   England  \   and, 
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very  wet  all  over,  and  some  care  taken  that 
every  part  of  it  may  get  a  proper  moisture, 
that  the  rye  flour  may  cling  to  it.  If  this 
be  done,  the  horse  will  not  leave  a  single 
inch  of  the  straw ;  and  he  will  chew  it 
much  ;  for  rye  flour  is  of  such  a  nature, 
that  it  will  stick  to  the  straw  like  glue. 
This  in  many  parts  will  be  found  very 
valuable  food.  Horses  for  the  waggon,  and 
plough,  are  said  to  feed  upon  it  with  more 
avidity  than  upon  any  other  kind  of  food, 
and  to  work  with  more  strength  ;  but  it  is 
reckoned  too  fattening  for  a  road  or  coach 
horse.  When  the  Americans  feed  their 
horses  with  Indian  corn,  they  allow  it  to  be 
best  broken  in  small  pieces,  not  ground 
into  flour.  They  mix  almost  all  kinds  of 
corn  food  with  chopped  straw,  and  fre- 
quently bran.  These  horses  travel  slow  ; 
but  the  real  American  horse  travels  quick. 
It  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  see  a  waggon 
with  two  or  four  horses  pass  the  mail  coach. 
1  never  was  overturned  in  a  coach  but 
once  -,    and  it  was  by  a  waggoner  with  two 
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an  open  carriage,   with  a  top  to  it  made  of 
boards  ;  and,  on  each  side,  and  at  the  ends, 
curtains,   to  let  down,   baize  in  the  inside, 
and  a  sort  of  canvas   on  the  outside,  tied 
with  leather  ties,   to  the  supporters  of  the 
top,  on  the  sides,  and  at  thebottom,  catching 
on  a  sort  of  stud,  like  that  of  a  single  horse 
chaise  apron.  The  coach  has  three  seats  with- 
in the  carriage,  and  one  the  coachman  sits  on 
before.     Thus  it  carries  twelve  people,  three 
on  each  seat,  as  two  passengers  ride  by  the 
side  of  the  coachman  :  but  the  mail  coach 
carries  only  nine  passengers,  the  mail  lying  in 
theinside  of  the  coach.  The  coachman  joins 
in   the   conversation   with   the  passengers, 
and,  generally  speaking,  is  a  man  of  the 
greatest  information  in  the  coach ;  for,  by 
daily  passing  on  the  road  in  the  coach,  and 
riding    with    the   passengers,     he    knows 
every  thing  on  the  road,  and  learns  the 
news  from  all  quarters.     He  is  always  a 
great  politician,    and  generally    names  his 
horses  after  the  president  and  vice-president : 
and  if  he  has  a  horse  that  wants  the  whip, 
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who  do  it,  and  it  is  a  growing  evil,  and  of 
disagreeable  consequences  to  travellers.  If 
you  drink  wine  or  porter,  you  pay  for  it  se- 
parately :  but  brandy  or  rum  is  generally  set 
on  the  table,  and  given  in  at  the  dollar.  There 
is  rarely  any  tea  drinking,  as  the  supper  is 
tea  and  coffee,  the  same  as  breakfast,  with 
fish,  beefstakes,  mutton  chops,  sausages, 
eggs,  &c.  several  kinds  of  bread  and  butter, 
cakes  of  buck-wheat,  &c.  There  are  no 
post-chaises :  but  there  are  horses  to  hire, 
and  coaches  of  accommodation,  at  "about 
half  a  dollar  a  mile  with  four  horses. 

Politics  being  very  frequently  the  even- 
ing's conversation  in  all  taverns  and  pub- 
lick  houses  in  most  parts  of  the  world  I  have 
been  in,  it  is  very  much  the  same  in  Ame- 
rica :  and  the  downfal  of  England  seems 
to  be  the  wish  of  the  greatest  number  of  the 
company  at  those  taverns  in  America ; 
and  the  parties  do  all  they  can  on  both 
sides  to  raise  one  country  and  knock  down 
the  other.  Being  at  Mr.  Cameron's  at  the 
Golden  Swan  in  Philadelphia,  on^  even- 
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Watson  always  went  away  conqueror. 
One  evening,  Mr.  Collins  being  gone,  I  got 
Up  and  was  going  likewise.  Mr.  Watson 
accosted  me,  saying,  "  What  is  your  opi- 
nion of  England,  Mr.  Parkinson  ?  It  never 
will  be  able  to  pay  the  national  debt/'  In 
reply,  I  paid  Mr.  Watson  the  compliment  of 
saying  ,€  I  as  an  Englishman  felt  myself 
much  obliged  to  him  during  the  even- 
ing, and  at  several  other  times,  for  the 
tenderness  and  fine  feelings  he  had  for  the 
honour,  and  sufferings  he  seemingly  bore 
for  the  sake  of  England  ;  but  probably  he 
might  be  interested  in  the  business ;  he 
might  have  some  money  funded  in  Eng- 
land." "  No,"  he  said,  "  he  had  not." 
I  told  him  if  he  had,  he  might  readily  sell  it 
at  the  Stock  Exchange ;  and  in  answer  to 
his  remark,  that  England  could  never  pay 
her  debt,  "  whom  will  it  injure  if  she  never 
does  ? — she  borrows  the  money  of  her  own 
subjects  ;  therefore  it  will  not  injure  you 
gentlemen  in  America,  or  any  other  power. 
The  simile  is  this — It  is  the  same  as  a  man 
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they  much  injured.  They  have  the  same 
resources  as  they  had  before,  and  the 
same  opportunity  to  get  money,  by  each 
of  their  separate  trades,  and  they  have  only 
lent  the  surplus  money,  they  could  spare. 
Just  so  would  it  be  with  the  national  debt ; 
the  chief  part  of  the  lenders  of  the  money 
funded  can  live  equally  as  well  without  it. 
Then  again  you  frequently  observe  in  your 
conversation — that  England  dare  not  be  at 
peace  ;  that  the  nation  could  not  subsist  at 
all,  if  they  were  not  at  war  with  some 
foreign  power  ;  for  that  it  is  by  plundering 
and  robbing  on  the  seas,  that  they  find 
money  to  carry  on  their  national  affairs, — 
agriculture,  manufactures,  &c.  In  reply 
to  you,  Mr.  Watson — If  England  be  poor, 
pray  what  nation  is  rich  ?  It  appears  very 
plainly,  in  this  and  every  other  evening's 
conversation,  that  England  gives  credit  to 
all  the  nations  that  take  her  manufactures, 
and  pays  either  in  goods  or  cash  for  all  she 
buys.  Then  the  immense  riches  she  holds 
in  London,  and  the  manufacturing  towns, 
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miles  without   horses.      Then    again,  the 
influx  of  paper  you  mention,  certainly  is 
the  cause  why  the  cattle,  horses,  and  every 
other  article,  bear  so  high  prices  in  England ; 
but  the  paper  currency  is  extended  equally 
as  much,  according  to  quantity  of  coin,  or 
more  so,  in  America,   and  probably  in  all 
other  countries.     And  whom  does  that  in- 
jure ?   The  poor,  as  in  all  other  cases,  the 
lower  sort  of  people  the  most,  which  causes 
great  numbers  to  emigrate,  as  they  cannot 
turn  their  small  sums  into  paper :  and  it  is 
the  policy  of  a  nation  to  keep  two  sorts  of 
people,  rich  and  poor  ; — although  it  may 
seem  impolitic  to  say  so,  it  is  for  the  good 
of  a  nation  ; — for  were  all  rich,  or  all  poor, 
this  equality  of  condition  would  not  pro- 
mote the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  people : 
and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  things  to  make 
a  better  provision  for  the  poor,  such  part  as 
are  unable  to  work  from  infirmity,  or  youth, 
as  fatherless  children,  &c.  than  is  made  by 
the  present  poor  laws  in  England.     It  is  a 
real  charity,  distributed  by  a  set  of  gentle^ 
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demned  as  lawful  prizes,  though  they  were 
not  legally  so.      Mr.  Collins  made  it  plainly 
appear  that  those  ships  so  condemned,  were 
condemned    through   your  own  fault,   by 
endeavouring  to  carry  on  an  unlawful  trade, 
by  carrying  contraband  goods,  to   defraud 
the  government  of  England  of  what  they 
are  entitled  to  according  to  the  treaty  made 
between   Britain  and   America  at  the  con- 
clusion  of  the   war.     But    were  that  the 
case.,  it  is  a  strange  way  of  settling  accounts 
for  the  American  merchants  to  say  there  is  a 
general  balancestruck  between  the  two  coun- 
tries from    the    property  taken  from  them, 
to  give  a  balance  to  a  merchant's  account, 
who  has  been  good  enough  to  give  credit  for 
a  part  of  that  account  several  years,  and  all 
of  it  so  long  a  time  as  to  give  bread  to  the 
American  and  his  family  -,   which  has  been 
very  often  the   case.     You   said   that   the 
Bank  of  England's  inability   to  pay  their 
paper  was  the  cause  why  Mr.  Pitt  made  an 
act  for  the  Bank  of  England's  notes    to  be 
a    legal    payment.     Mr.  Pitt    might    have 
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English  guinea  that  is  taken  by  an  Ame- 
rican  in    England,    and   carried  to    Ame- 
rica,   is    immediately   worth  twenty-three 
shillings  sterling  :   and  I  have  taken  notice, 
since  I  landed  at  Liverpool,  and  havebeen 
detained  there,  that  the  American  captains 
are  very  pressing  for  gold,  on  every  occa- 
sion ;   to    take,    I   suppose,  into    America 
and     deface:    but    their    general   plea    is, 
that    they    want  it  to    buy    butter,    eggs, 
fowls,    &c.     These  politicians    frequently 
argue,  thatt  hey  can  do  without   England. 
They     can     manufacture    for    themselves, 
and  then  what  will  become  of  h  ngland  ? 
They  have  once  whipped  the  British  ;    and 
they  will  do  it  again    (the  term  whipping 
arises    from  their  whipping  the  negroes). 
Those  threats  arise  from  the  condemnation 
of  American  ships.      I  in  reply  say,  u  No, 
you  never  will  be   able  to  manufacture— 
at    the    present    you    cannot    manufacture 
even  a  gun-flint — but    that   England  will 
do  it  both  cheaper  and   better    than   you 
can  yourselves.     Your  country  will  never 
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and  fifty  pounds  were  lent  from  every  six 
hundred  acres  of  grazing  land  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln  only,  what  an  immense  sum  the 
whole  of  the  grazing  land  lent  to  the  trade  in 
those  days  !  All  this  was  independent  of  die 
fat  cattle,  horses,  &c.  raised  on  this  grazing 
land :   and  I  have  known  my   father   have 
the  like   sum   in  the  jobbers'  hands  in  the 
month  of  November  for  the  fat  sheep,  and 
cattle,  he  had  sold   to  go  into  Yorkshire 
during  the  summer.     This  money  was  of 
great  assistance   to    the  trade ;   but    there 
are  none  of   these    sort  of  advantages    in 
America  to  give  the  like  assistance  to  raise 
the  manufactures ;   nor  can  there   be  ;  the 
soil  is  of  too  barren  a  nature  ;   and  the  cli- 
mate is   against  the  health  of  the  people, 
and  the  fattening  of  both  sheep  and  cattle. 
These  sheep  were  fed   in  England  on  the 
marsh   soils  during  the  winter,  on   grass; 
without    any  further   expence,    than    one 
man  to  look  after  five  thousand  of  them  : 
nor     would    it    have    been     any     advan- 
tage   to    the    graziers    to    have    had    the 
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formed  of  what  England  is,  than  if  he  had 
never  heard  of  it.  It  is  understood  by  all 
the  American  gentlemen,  that  England 
was  formerly  a  continued  wood,  as  Ame- 
rica is  and  has  been,  and  that  the 
land  the  sea  has  left,  was  covered  with 
rushes  and  flags,  and  all  the  land  in 
England  has  been  improved  by  the 
plough  and  dunghill.  When  I  told  them 
that  we  had  thousands  of  acres  which 
never  had  been  tilled  or  dunged,  not  did 
the  ingenuity  of  man  know  what  to  do  to 
a  great  part  of  it  to  make  it  more  useful 
than  it  is,  my  account  staggered  them  much, 
as  the  English  authors  on  agriculture  have 
chiefly  written  some  great  improvements 
on  certain  waste  lands  in  England,  wThich 
has  filled  the  American's  ideas  that  no 
English  farmer  has  more  than  forty  acres 
in  his  farm,  and  he  ploughs  the  land  him- 
self, he  and  his  family  reaping  the  produce. 
They  have  no  more  idea  of  the  comforts 
which  the  farmer  in  England  enjoys,  than 
as    if  he  was  not   a   man  ;    and   when   I 
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him,  and  say,  "  How  are  you  ?   how  have 
you  been  ?"— "  Very  well."— "  What  have 
you   seen  ?" — "  Liverpool,   Sheffield,  Bir- 
mingham,  Wakefield,   Halifax,  and  Lon- 
don. " — u  What  did  you  see  in  London  I 
"  I  went  to  the  play,  and  saw  the  king." — 
"  Oh,  d— n  the  king!"— "  Are  they  not  all 
starving  in  England  ?" — "  Yes,  the  poorer 
sort  of  people  are  very  much  distressed; 
they  are  very  heavily  taxed,  many  dying  in 
the   streets  for  want  of  food." — "  Do  not 
they  talk  of  a  revolution  ?"  — "  Yes,  they  are 
ready  if  Bonaparte  could  get  over.     There 
are  some  few  riots."     Then  it  is  generally 
said,  "  Well,  you  look  very  well." — "Oh, 
I  lived  very  well."     Then  there  is  a  laugh ; 
and  the  company  will  say,   u  A  man  may 
always  live  well  for  his  money ,"    with  the 
allusion  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  English 
being  so  poor  from  the  great  oppression  of 
government,  that  they  are  starving  for  want. 
Then  in  some  part  of  his  conversation  he 
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countries,  and  brought  to  Yorkshire  to  be 
manufactured. 

This  gentleman,  of  the  assembly,  and  a 
pleader  or  counsellor,  had  read  some  Eng- 
lish publication  wherein  had  been  mentioned 
that  a  building  containing  private  or  lonely 
cells  for  felons   was  erecting  in  England. 
The  opinion  of  some  part  of  the  Americans 
is,  that  they  have  so  well  made  their  code 
of  laws  as   fit   them  to  be  an  example  to 
the   globe ;   and  they  particularly  wish  it 
to  be  understood,  that  they  think  the  laws 
of  England  too  strict  on  the  liberty   and 
the  rights  of  the  subject,  arbitrary  in  tax- 
ation, severe  in  the  punishments  of.  crimes, 
&c.     This  gentleman  and  I  frequently  met 
at  General  Ridgley's  table,  and  used  to  argue 
upon  those  subjects,  in  such  a  manner,  that 
the   General     several    times    observed    he 
thought  I  was  sent  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  pull  them 
to  pieces.     But  my    opinion   is,    that  the 
laws  of  England  are  not  more  severe  than 
they  ought  to  be,  as  I  do  not  know  of  any 
act  in  force  to  deprive  a  man  of  any  right 
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that ;  it  is  done  with  a  much  better  intention 
— to  keep  those  bad  men  from  associating 
together,  that  they  may  .net  improve  in 
roguery  during  the  time  of  confinement  -,  as 
it  is  doubtful  whether  there  be  a  better 
school  for  any  language  or  science,  than  a 
prison  for  a  young  man  unfortunately  in- 
clined to  be  dishonest,  nor  could  he  by  any 
other  means  get  so  regularly  and  perfectly 
instructed  as  a  highwayman,  housebreaker, 
horse-stealer,  &c  : — and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  sensible  men,  that  there  have  been 
young  persons  put  in  prisons  for  slight 
offences,  and  after  their  confinement  they 
have,  by  hearing  the  hardened  conversation 
of  others,  come  out  completely  finished  to 
rob  and  plunder,  with  a  knowledge  of  every 
device  to  enable  them  to  avoid  being  appre- 
hended when  they  have  committed  those 
offences.  The  General  frequently  agreed 
with  me  in  opinion  respecting  the  necessity 
of  punishment  for  crimes,  which  used  much 
to  irritate  a  great  part  of  the  company,  par- 
ticularly those  men  who  are  merely  book- 
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scarcely  straw  to  be  got  at  any  price  for 
litter,  as  it  is  the  chief  of  the  winter  food 
they  have  for  their  cattle.  When  I  en- 
quired for  those  rugs,  the  landlord  of  the 
tavern  at  Alexandria  told  me  I  must  go  to 
a  store  to  buy  them  ;  but  when  I  came 
there  they  had  no  such  thing,  nor  were 
there  any  in  the  city ;  they  offered  me 
blankets,  and  told  me  they  were  used  for  that 
purpose  in  that  country  ;  but  the  price  was 
a  guinea  for  a  small  one,  which  I  could  have 
bought  in  the  streets  in  Doncaster  for  five  or 
six  shillings.  I  could  not  but  consider  this 
as  a  tax,  and  I  soon  learnt  that  all  other  ma- 
nufactured goods  bore  an  equal  proportion. 
Mr.  Gadsby,  the  landlord,  being  an  English- 
man, and  from  London,  readily  informed 
me  of  the  misery  I  had  to  undergo  ;  and 
he  frequently  told  me  what  had  happened 
to  him.  Mr.  Gadsley  was  a  builder  by  pro- 
fession, but  that  had  not  answered. 

Finding  the  land  so  wretchedly  barren, 
I  turned  my  mind  to  think  on  trade,  sup- 
posing from  the  price  the  profit  to  be  very 
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Now  the  reader  will  please  to  observe,  I 
call  every  extraordinary  charge  on  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  that  he  cannot  manufacture 
himself,  a  tax.  And  although  there  are 
Dutchmen  who  live  in  America,  and  are 
said  to  prosper  by  having  one  son  a  weaver, 
another  a  shoemaker,  another  a  taylor, 
and  tan  their  own  leather,  &c.  this  is  a 
miserable  way  of  living  :  and  it  may  be 
observed  in  England,  a  man  that  follows 
many  trades  seldom  enriches  himself,  or 
gives  comfort  to  his  family.  And  as  it  will 
appear  in  this  work  a  man  with  a  family  is 
very  highly  taxed  in  America  to  live  in  the 
same  comfort  as  people  of  equal  distinction 
do  in  England,  when  he  has  to  buy  all  the 
necessaries  of  life  that  are  wanting  for  a 
family,  he  will  require  no  greater  tax,  the 
whole  of  his  labours  will  be  consumed. 
Now  to  a  farmer,  or  a  man  who  is  a  judge 
of  stock,  there  is  not  the  same  opportunity 
as  in  England  to  make  use  of  either  his 
money  or  judgment,  as  there  are  no  public 
fairs,  consequently  he  cannot  exchange  his 
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month  of  August,  for  horses,  than  in  the 
whole  of  the  United  States.  The  reader 
will  observe  the  many  instances  mentioned 
in  this  work  of  men  of  all  denominations, 
who  have  been  equally  as  much  disappoint- 
ed as  myself,  which  will  greatly  soften  any 
prejudice  that  I  may  have  received  in  the 
country ;  and  my  judgment  cannot  be 
very  wrong,  for  Englishmen  there  are  all 
in  one  mind.  I  used  frequently  to  say, 
"  Why  do  you  not  leave  it ;  I  shall  leave 
it :" — u  Iwish  I  could!"  was  generally  the 
answer.  And  though  it  is  easy  to  say — go 
back,  when  a  man  has  got  his  family  in 
that  country,  returning  to  England  is  at- 
tended with  a  very  heavy  expence.  There 
is  one  thing  I  am  much  astonished  at :  I 
meet  with  many  persons  who  have  been  in 
America,  and  speak  well  of  it.  When  I  was 
there  I  do  not  recollect  meeting  with  more 
than  one  man  from  the  old  country  who 
liked  it,  and  he  was  an  Irishman,  driving 
a  stage  coach  betwixt  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  :  nor  can  I  otherwise  account  for 
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particularly  inquired  after  this  man's  charac- 
ter was,  he  had  offered  himself  to  me  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  year,  as  he 
declared  he  could  not  find  himself  proper 
necessaries  for  the  wages  he  had  received 
from  his  former  masters  :  his  dislike  to  their 
manner  of  living  I  did  not  wonder  at, 
having  intermixed  servants,  negroes,  &c. 
I  thought  this  man  of  all  others  I  had  met 
with  had  least  reason  to  complain  of  his 
supplies. 

As  to  the  American  farmer,  he  knows 
nothing  of  England,  and  but  little  of  his 
own  country;  for  many  of  the  American 
farmers  are  so  situated  as  to  see  nobody 
but  their  own  family  for  several  months 
together :  except  he  be  near  a  town  or 
city,  and  deal  in  truck,  he  has  little  occa- 
sion to  leave  his  home  more  than  once  a 
year,  to  sell  his  produce,  and  bring  back  the 
necessaries  for  his  family. 
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I  have  seen  a  heifer  at  four  years  old,  killed 
in  Philadelphia,  weigh  eighty  stone. — 
There  was  an  ox  shewn  at  Baltimore,  as  a 
sight,  that  stood  seventeen  hands  high  and 
upwards,  supposed  to  weigh  one  hundred 
and  twenty  stone.  These  two  animals 
were  bred  in  the  Jerseys. 

I  saw  six  calves,  killed  in  Philadelphia, 
that  weighed,  on  the  average,  sixty  pounds 
per  quarter,  and  cost  the  butcher  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  dollars  from  the  breeder. 
Some  of  the  hind-quarters  weighed  seven- 
ty-two pounds.  These  six  calves  had 
sucked  twenty-three  cows,  and  eaten  as 
much  Indian  corn  and  timothy  hay  as  they 
chose  to  take.  The  winter-fed  cattle  are  all 
fed  on  Indian  corn  and  blades,  or  hay. 
The  calves  were  reared  by  two  Englishmen, 
brothers,  from  Essex. 

A  good  cow,  properly  fed,  will  give  six- 
teen quarts  of  milk  in  twenty-four  hours : 
but  that  is  not  common.  For  want  of  care 
in  feeding  and  milking,  they  frequently 
give  only  one  quart  in  twenty-four  hours. 
It  is  not  uncommon  for  a  cow  to  go  un- 


m 

ties  difficult  to  '»cir 

I  .  :  .? .       ..•  \. i  <  u  k  II  II  usual  t<> 

er 

1C 

iwhcnth 

vessels  It 

,  or  naj  tl 

bt 

to  keep  from  and    the 

at    in    •  I  turns   it  sour  ; 

and  so  they  milk  it  a  want 

I  was  a  i 

,,1         I  the  i  two  or 

three  day  once  a   . 

i      s  was  in  win: 
to  town  on! 

.;  so  se 
dceliiu  in  ' 

i  d  >  i  :  in 

cry    instance   the  same  a        it  of 

ing  hogs   in 

■  .  •  !;i:  .  I,    ai    I  an\    .    '\w   •        .    v     li  hr.ii 

or  meal  of 


287 

fed  on  Indian  corn,  broken  in  the  same 
manner  as  we  break  beans  for  horses,  mixed 
with  bran,  chopped  straw,  or  chaff,  clover, 
or  timothy  hay,  blades,  &c.  and  salt  regu- 
larly given  once  a  week,  a  large  handful  to 
each  beast  of  every  kind,  whether  for  fat- 
tening or  not. 

.  The  price  of  a  cow  and  calf  is  from 
twelve  to  forty  dollars  :  but  the  general  run 
of  cows  are  sold  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
six  dollars:  what  are  termed  flit  calves,  from 
four  to  eight  dollars,  to  kill  at  six  or  eight 
weeks  old  ;  a  drape  cow  from  six  to  sixteen 
dollars  ;  a  pair  of  working  oxen  from 
seventv  to  one  hundred  dollars  :  beef  from 
four  pence  to  ten  pence  per  pound ;  veal 
the  same. 

There  is  one  gentleman,  of  the  name  of 
Gough,  at  Perry-Hall,  who  has  procured 
some  imported  cattle  from  near  York,  in 
England,  something  of  the  Tees-water  kind, 
which  he  sold  very  high  at  the  first, — from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  for  a  bull-calf,  and  seventy  to  eighty 
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a  more  satisfactory  proof  of  its  being  im- 
possible for  a  man  to  enrich  himself  by 
cultivating  land  in  America,  than  this,  as 
Mr.  Gough  is  in  every  respect  calculated  to 
get  money,  and  keep  it ;  and  no  man  can 
have  paid  greater  attention  ;  and  he  has  all 
his  work  done  by  negroes.  Mr.  Gough 
had  made  a  present  to  General  Washington 
of  a  bull-calf.  The  animal  was  shown  to 
me  when  I  first  landed  at  Mount-Vernon, 
and  was  the  first  bull  I  saw  in  the  country. 
He  was  large,  and  very  strong- featured  ; 
the  largest  part  was  his  head,  the  next  his 
legs.  The  General's  steward  was  a  Scotch- 
man, and  no  judge  of  animals — a  better 
judge  of  distilling  whiskey.  Mr.  Gough 
had  very  great  quantities  of  fruit,  particu- 
cularly  apples,  which  he  sold  at  three  dollars 
and  a  half  the  barrel,  viz,  two  bushels  and  a 
half.  He  likewise  made  cyder,  which  he 
sold  at  two  dollars  per  barrel.  He  kept 
sheep,  of  the  sort  from  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope.  He  had  iams  of  that  kind  for  sale; 
but  they  are  much  disliked.     He  told  me 
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think  of  stopping  a  crow  as  those  hogs. 
They  will  go  to  a  distance  from  a  fence, 
take  a  run,  and  leap  through  the  rails,  three 
or  four  feet  from  the  ground,  turning  them- 
selves sidewise.  These  hogs  suffer  such 
hardships  as  no  other  animal  could  endure. 
It  is  customary  to  keep  them  in  the  woods 
all  winter,  as  there  is  no  thrashing  or  fold- 
yards ;  and  they  must  live  on  the  roots  of 
trees,  or  something  of  that  sort ;  hut  they 
are  poor  beyond  any  creature  that  I  ever 
saw.  That  is  probably  the  cause  why  the 
American  pork  is  so  fine.  They  are  some- 
thing like  the  forest-sheep.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain, with  American  keeping  and  treatment, 
if  they  be  not  the  best:  for  I  never  saw  any 
animal  live  without  food,  except  this ;  and 
I  am  pretty  sure  they  nearly  do  that.  When 
they  are  fed,  the  flesh  may  well  be  sweet : 
it  is  all  young,  though  the  pig  be  ten  years 
old ;  and,  like  pigs  in  general,  they  only 
act  as  a  conveyance,  to  carry  corn  to  market. 
The  sort  of  hogs  I  left  in  America  pay  the 
most  for  food  I  ever  saw.  I  fed  some  half- 
bred  ones,  at  six  months  old,  that  weighed 
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SECTION  X. 

The  several  Sorts  of  Sheep. 

To  my  great  astonishment,  I  found  sheep 
of  various  kinds.  There  are  black-faced 
sheep,  which  seem  to  thrive  better,  and 
apparently  endure  greater  hardships,  than 
other  sorts.  Some  of  them  appear  to  be 
from  Holland.  The  sheep  from  that  coun- 
try are  distinguishable  by  their  having  no 
wool  at  the  end  of  their  tails,  and  bear  the 
name    of  rat- tailed  sheep,    or  small-tailed 

sheep. 

The  American  wool,  in  general,  is  soft 
and  fine  :  the  housing  of  their  sheep  in 
winter  is  probably  one  cause,  and  the  cli- 
mate and  soil  may  be  another.  The  length 
of  the  wool  is  from  four  to  six  inches  ;  the 
weight  from  three  to  four  pounds  each 
fleece.  There  is  no  regular  wool-market. 
The   price   is   from  two  shillings  to  three 
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able  distance.  It  is  by  the  Americans  called 
the  rot,  as  the  matter  is  like  pus,  although  I 
do  not  think  they  have  a  rotten  sheep  in  the 
country  :  for  I  have  in  their  shambles  taken 
great  notice  of  sheep  livers,  but  never  saw 
such  a  thing  as  a  fluke,  or  the  least  appear- 
ance of  a  bad  liver. 

The  Americans  have  Spanish  sheep,  and 
sheep  that  have  been  in  the  West-Indies : 
these  sheep  resemble  a  goat,  are  of  a  red  and 
white  colour,  and  have  no  wool  on  them. 
I  saw  two  sheep  in  Liverpool,  that  had  been 
two  years  in  the  West-Indies  :  they  had 
no  wool  on  them  ;  but  hair  like  a  grey- 
hound, quite  smooth. 

In  America,  I  make  no  doubt,  from 
the  food  and  climate,  sheep  might  clip  very 
fine  clothing-woo),  as  much  so  as  in  most 
parts  of  the  world,  were  the  sheep  properly 
chosen,  and  caution  taken  with  the  rams, 
for  the  best  with  fine  wool.  The  necessary 
care  taken  to  keep  them  alive  during  win- 
ter, by  housing  them  every  night,  and  fre- 
quently on  a  severe  day,  causes  the  wool  to 
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The  method  adopted  with  the  sheep  by 
breeders  is  this  :  the  butcher  picks  all  that 
he  likes  out  of  the  flock  ;  and  the  remain- 
der are  kept  to  breed  from ;  so  that,  instead 
vf  improving,  the  breed  is  more  likely  to 
degenerate.  It  is  likewise  usual  to  see 
many  rams  with  the  ewes  ;  and,  however 
large  a  man's  flock  may  be,  they  all  run 
together.  They  have  no  shepherd ;  nor 
is  there  much  occasion  :  for  they  are  never 
struck  by  the  flies,  if  they  be  ever  so  foul 
with  dirt  ;  which  is  very  extraordinary  to 
me,  as  there  is  a  greater  number  of  maggot 
flies  in  the  butchers'  shambles,  &c.  there 
than  in  England :  nor  did  I  see  a  scabbed 
sheep  during  the  whole  time  I  was  in  Ame- 
rica ;  of  which  I  made  a  particular  obser- 
vation. They  are  subject  to  the  foot-rot 
and  the  vertigo,  the  same  as  in  England. 

As  an  English  farmer,  I  have  no  idea 
of  the  mode  of  treatment,  or  feeding  of 
sheep,  adopted  in  Spain,  to  occasion  the 
superior  fineness  of  their  fleeces,  nor  how 
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SECTION  XL 

A  descriptive  Account  of  the  Fowls,  tame  and 

wild. 

There  are  great  numbers  of  fowls  raised 
in  America  with  little  care.  The  warmth 
of  the  climate  causes  them  to  grow  quickly. 
There  is  a  very  large  kind  from  the  East- 
Indies,  which  is  much  esteemed  for  the 
table  ;  another  small  kind  which  is  remark- 
able for  laying  eggs.  There  are  multitudes 
cf  every  kind  that  we  have  in  England,  par- 
ticularly of  the  game  breed :  the  severity  of 
the  weather  during  the  winter  seems  to  have 
no  effect  on  their  laying.  In  summer  they 
require  very  little  feeding,  and  live  chiefly 
on  insects.  Fowls  ought  to  be  kept,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  flies  and  other  insects. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  turkeys  reared  ; 
and  very  fine  they  are.  There  are  like- 
wise wild  turkeys,    which   are  something 
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withstanding  there  are  thousands  of  them, 
they  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  Potowmac 
and  Susquehanna  rivers;  they  do  not  go  into 
any  other  part  of  America,  nor  are  they  ever 
seen  in  other  waters. 

There  is  a  bird  which  they  call  an  owl, 
but  not  at  all  like  ours  in  England.  That 
bird  will  seize  a  grown  fowl,  and  fly  away 
with  it,  just  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
hawks  and  gledes  do  with  chickens  in  our 
own  country.  The  bird  which  they  call  a 
Turkey  buzzard,  is  beautiful  in  shape, 
something  larger  than  the  glede,  and  in 
colour  like  the  English  buzzard  :  in  some 
of  the  states  there  is  a  fine  of  five  pounds 
for  shooting  a  single  one  of  them:  they  will 
eat  carrion  and  garbage  of  every  kind  ;  and 
it  is  for  that  reason  that  people  wish  to  pre- 
serve them.  These  two  last-mentioned 
birds  are  esteemed  fine  eating,  although 
they  live  entirely  on  stinking  flesh  and 
offals. 

There  are  great  numbers  of  Guinea-birds 


ire 

ft  ::.     j  ;  :'c<  •::<,  <.  hirllv   111  ^    \      ,  by  the  • ide  s 

houses.      1  :    in   some  tuft, 

ey    i!<>    not   fly  Ids,   like  our 

^cons.      It  is  said   th.it  they  carr. 
from  I  e  appears  to  he  a  in 

turc  of  t  n,  as  th         -e 

*er  than  tlic  1  geon  :    the 

pr  en  pence  each. 

no  i  or  rooks, 

which  would  be  of  ui 

the  insects.      I 
Ik         .t  a  crow  ami 

anot  ■  ' I  a  black 

like  our  starling. 


303 


SECTION  XII. 

On  several  Kinds  of  Game.     Diversions  :  Fox- 
hunting, Sjc 

i 

The  amusement  of  shooting  (which  is 
called  gunning)  will  give  but  little  pleasure 
to  an  English  sportsman,  as  there  is  very 
little  of  what  is  termed  game  to  be  found 
in  any  part  of  America  I  visited. 

The  partridge  is  a  small  bird,  about  the 
sizeof  the  quail  in  England;  and  is  common* 
ly  brought  alive  to  market,  as  young  chick- 
ens are  in  England,  which  in  flavour  it  re- 
sembles more  than  any  other  thing.  Par- 
tridges are  chiefly  taken  by  negroes,  who 
have  a  device  for  snaring  whole  coveys  to- 
gether, in  a  box. 

The  pheasant  is  about  the  size  of  the 
English  partridge,  and  tastes  more  like 
game  than  the  American  partridge.  Their 
woodcocks  are  smaller  than  ours ;  the  snipe 


304 

u   nc  umc  i!    the    two 

ids  afford    •        only   amus 
icnt  w  .is  a  d: 

t  stom  to  *hoot  at  |  >ird  that  flics, 

and  cat  them  all.  t  so  grca" 

rncric.i  a-  in  1 
.'cful  of  sparrows  there    would  ma- 
a   most   <        Ilcnt         's  sport.      II.        arc 
odp  liferent  sorts, 

r  doves  a  of  turtle- 

's,   and    arc   good    catir  1  hcv    a: 

io  large  quinririee,  in  nets  or  bo 

I  .   to 

tl.  tfa 

a  |  ^!rin^  to  tl.  OthtT  hi 

tl  also  tie  b        b  leg 

t    some 
sees  a 
these  doves,  as  I         fly  in   l 

gri  at   inn  these  two  doves  lly 

•   oed 

a  sufli.  spat  i- 

;*,ru! 
eanl  strewin         with  some  sort  < 


305 

food  which  they  like :  then  the  two  blind 
doves  are  made  to  keep  fluttering  so  that 
the  large  drove  can  see  them.  The 
man,  being  first  secreted  in  some  bushes, 
draws  the  two  doves  down  to  the  black 
place  where  the  two  blind  ones  are  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  whole  of  the 
doves  light  on  the  part  blackened.  The 
man  then  draws  a  net  over  them  :  and  I 
have  been  told  that  in  this  manner  as  many 
as  one  hundred  are  taken  at  a  time. 

As  to  hares,  they  have  none.  There  is 
a  small  rabbit,  which  is  sometimes  called  a 
hare ;  it  runs  into  the  hollow  trees  or 
stumps,  and  requires  rather  the  axe  than 
the  gun  to  take  him.  Squirrel-shooting  is 
a  favourite  diversion :  these  animals  are 
found  in  trees,  and  are  sold  in  the  markets 
to  eat,  as  hares  and  rabbits  are  in  England. 
There  are  many  kinds  of  squirrels  (the 
ground,  little  grey,  great  gr<~y,  red,  black, 
fox,  and  flying  squirrel)  and  foxes  (the 
flying  fox,  black,  red,  great  grey,  and  little 
grey  fox).     Opossums  and  racoons  are  an^ 
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men  is  liberty  and  equality  in   making  an 
extraordinary    noise.      The   foxes   do   not 
break  away,  as  with  us,   but  dodge  about, 
somewhat  like  our  hare.      Of  the  red  and 
grey  foxes,  the  only  kinds  I  saw,  the  red  is 
the  best  for  diversion,  and  most  commonly 
hunted.      They  both  run  very  slow,   com- 
pared with  the  English  fox.     The  fences, 
which  are  usually  five  or  six  feet  high,  are 
such    as    are    extremely    inconvenient    to 
horsemen. 

The   horses   in  America   generally  leap 
well ;  they  are  accustomed  to  leap  from  the 
time  of  foaling  :    as  it  is  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon, if  the  mare  foal  in  the  night,  for  some 
part  of  the  family  to  ride  the  mare,   with 
the  foal   following  her,   from  eighteen    to 
twenty   miles    the   next  day,    it  not  being 
customary  to  walk  much.    I  think  that  is  the 
cause   of  the  American  horse  having  a  sort 
of  amble  :    the  foal,    from   its  weak   state, 
goes  pacing  after  the  dam,   and  retains  that 
motion  all  its  life.     The  same  is  the  case 
with  respect  to  leaping  :  there  being  ia  ma- 
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There  are  deer  in  the  back  woods,  but 
none  near  Baltimore,  which  they  shoot  as 
game;  and  I  have  heard  the  venison  praised. 
I  ate  of  it  several  times  ;  but  it  was  very  in- 
different, compared  with  the  venison  in 
England.  It  wTas  exceedingly  poor;  and  I 
think  no  venison  good,  except  it  be  fat :  nor 
do  I  believe  any  other  animal  in  perfection, 
except  it  be  fat.  These  wild  deer  are  of 
various  kinds ;  the  moose,  elk,  round- 
horned,  caribou,  red,  croft,  roe,  and  fallow. 
The  moose  is  so  scarce  and  difficult  to  take, 
that  Mr,  Jefferson  told  me,  when  he  was  in 
France,  and  desirous  of  having  one,  it  cost 
him  seventy  guineas  to  procure  the  skin, 
stuffed.  There  are  few  or  no  deer  in  any 
of  the  inhabited  parts. 

Venison  is  brought  to  market  in  wag- 
gons, and  sold  at  the  price  of  beef :  it  is 
shocking  stuff.  It  is  commonly  salted, 
smoked,  and  served  up  raw  at  breakfast. 
When  dressed  in  the  fresh  state,  it  is  usual 
to  cut  it  into  a  saddle,  by  chopping  the 
shanks  off  about  the  pope's  eye,  and  just 
warm  it  at  the  fire  :   every  gentleman  has  a 
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SECTION  XIII. 
The  several  Kinds  of  Fish  sold  in  the  Markets. 

Some  fish  are  very  numerous  in  America. 
Those  brought  to  most  of  the  markets  are 
chiefly  fresh-water  fish.  The  American 
fish-markets  are,  therefore,  not  so  well  sup- 
plied as  those  in  England.  The  Baltimore 
market  consists  of  rock  ;  perch,  white  and 
yellow  (the  white  perch  very  fine,  and 
superior  to  any  I  ever  saw  in  this  country)  ; 
eels  similar  to  ours,  but  not  equal  in  flavour; 
but,  from  the  number  of  snakes  which  are 
found  in  the  rivers,  some  people  do  not 
like  to  eat  the  eels.  The  rock  is  large; 
sometimes  weighing  sixty  pounds,  but  gene- 
rally from  three  to  ten  pounds.  The  shad  is 
a  good  fish.  Herrings  are  taken  in  great 
abundance.  The  last  two  sorts  are  a  consi- 
derable support  to  the  country :  they  are 
salted  and  kept  in  barrels ;  from  which  they 
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sand:  when  cured,  the  herrings  sell  for  thir- 
ty, and  shads  for  forty,  shillings  per  barrel. 
Herrings  are  the  principal  food  for  thou- 
sands of  the  inhabitants,  with  Indian  corn 
differently  prepared  :  their  drink  being — at 
dinner  as  well  as  all  other  times — tea,  coffee, 
or  water.  The  Colonel  told  me  that  fish- 
ing, although  I  thought  it  so  productive, 
was  frequently  a  losing  business  ;  as  the 
expence  of  nets,  and  the  number  of  men 
employed,  if  they  were  not  successful, 
caused  great  loss.  The  tide  prevents  them 
drawing  the  nets  some  part  of  the  day. 

There  is  a  fish  called  sheep's  head,  reck- 
oned very  fine.  I  never  saw  any  of  them, 
and  therefore  conclude  that  they  are  scarce  ; 
as  I  was  in  the  habits  of  dining  at  the  best 
public  and  private  tables,  and  repeatedly  en- 
quired for  it  in  the  market. 

There  ic  the  terrapin  (or  land-tortoise), 
weighing  about  one  pound  and  a  half,  which 
is  eaten  generally  at  suppers,  in  taverns,  &c. 
When  dressed,  the  charge  is  two  shillings. 
I  was  tempted  to  taste  of  it  twice:  1  thought 
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ly  disagreeable.  This  sort  is  gene  ally 
brought  into  the  tavern- yards  by  cart-loads, 
and  thrown  down  like  dung.  The  shell  is 
very  thick,  and  is  burnt  for  lime.  One 
sort,  which  they  call  i  lue-Point  oysters,  is 
very  good,  and  esteemed  by  some  English* 
men  superior  to  any  they  ever  tasted. 
These  are  chiefly  to  be  had  at  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  :  at  the  latter  place,  there 
are  two  taverns,  which,  I  am  told,  buy  all 
the  oysters  that  come  there,  therefore  they 
are  scarce.      1  never  saw  any  cockles. 

There  are  soft  crabs,  which  are  reckoned 
great  dainties.  Some  have  a  hard  shell  ; 
and  I  think  them  good,  though  rather 
watery,  and  of  smaller  size  than  the  crabs 
in  England.  This  fish  is  found  near 
Annapolis,  and  is  not  so  plentiful  or  good 
in  any  other  part  I  ever  heard  of. 

There  are  many  small  fishes  in  those 
markets,  not  worth  noticing — cat-fish,  cro- 
cus-fish, 6cc.  Those  above  mentioned  are 
what  may  be  termed  neither  salt  nor  fresh- 
water fish,  being  a  little  of  both. 
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sheep's  -head  fish,  the  salmon,  the  shrimp, 
or  the  prawn. 

I  had  forgotten  the  mackarel,  which  I 
have  eaten ;  they  are  larger  than  ours,  and 
equally  good.  There  are  also  pike,  very 
much  like  those  of  England.^ 

The  lobsters  that  I  saw  resemble  those 
in  England,  both  in  flavour  and  size :  but 
I  am  told  they  have  them  much  larger,  so 
as  to  weigh  from  thirty   to   sixty  pounds. 

The  fish  I  ate  in  America  were  in  general 
of  a  loose  watery  quality  :  and,  as  it  is  not 
customary  there  to  have  fish-sauce,  I  did  not 
think  them  at  all  comparable  to  our  English 
fish.  Those  which  are  fried  are  eaten  with- 
out any  thing  but  the  grease  they  are  fried 
in,  generally  bacon  :  the  boiled  fish  is 
commonly  eaten  with  drawn  butter. 

There  are  no  fish-ponds,  nor  do  I  appre- 
hend that  fish  would  live  in  stagnant  water 
in  America:  it  would  be  so  hot  in  the 
summer  months  ;  and  in  winter,  the  ice 
would  be  so  thick,  that  they  would  want  air. 
I  made  a  pond  for  my  horses  and  cattle  to 
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feet  of  it,  is  very  expensive.  A  farmer 
may  lead  a  great  deal  of  dung  in  an  equal 
portion  of  time,  and  to  more  advantage. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  that  a  man  who  lives 
at  New- York,  or  Philadelphia,  never  sees  a 
crab-fish  ;  while  an  inhabitant  of  Annapolis 
remains  equally  unacquainted  with  a  sal- 
mon, or  perhaps  a  cod-fish.  I  firmly  believe 
— for  the  reasons  I  have  just  given — that, 
where  there  is  a  single  person  in  those  parts 
who  has  seen  one  of  those  species  of  fish, 
there  are  thousands  who  never  saw  either: 
but  salt  herrings  and  some  few  shads  are 
extended  over  the  whole  country. 
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